
Ernest Neal Warren

November 10, 1907 — November 6, 1986

Ernest N. Warren was born in Troy, New York, on November 10, 1907, and remained a resident of New York until 

his death on November 6, 1986, just a few days before his seventy-ninth birthday.

Ernie was graduated from Hamilton College in 1928. He then entered the Cornell Law School and received his 

law degree in 1931. For the next eighteen years he engaged in private practice, first in Utica with the firm of Miller, 

Hubbell, and Evans and then in Carthage with Smith, Warren, and Roberts. In 1949 he joined the faculty of the 

Cornell Law School, and here he remained until his retirement in 1974 as the William G. McRoberts Professor in 

Administration of the Law.

Ernie was an outstanding classroom teacher. He was always thoroughly prepared, and he drew on his rich practical 

experience to help his students understand the relationship between the law in books and the law in action. The 

breadth of his interests is indicated by the diversity of the courses he taught at one time or another. These included 

personal property, evidence, domestic relations, admiralty, and torts. The subject of practice and procedure, 

however, was Ernie’s first love, and generations of Cornell lawyers throughout the country are living testimony to 

his unmatched expertise in this field.

Over the judge’s bench in the Moot Court Room of Myron Taylor Hall are Roscoe Pound’s words: “Law must be 

stable and yet it can not stand still.” These words capture so well Ernest Warren’s own philosophy of law. He had 

great respect for the past and for precedent and stability in the law. At the same time, however, he keenly believed 

that law must be flexible and able to change and adjust to meet new problems and challenges.

In 1960 the senior class dedicated its yearbook, The Barrister, to Ernest Warren. The words of dedication make 

clear the warmth and affection that law students generally felt toward Ernie Warren. This is what they said:

Rarely has a professor assumed so unique a relationship to his students as Professor Ernest N. Warren has 

to the class of 1960... Few will ever forget those wonderful moments of relaxation when, with glasses to the 

light and that distant look in his eyes, “Uncle Ernie” infused his warm, personal philosophy and experience 

into the discussion of a perplexing legal problem.

He has given to us more than the full measure of his time and energy. We remember the review classes, not 

required but offered for our benefit; his office door always open and inviting; and his charming presence 

at our social gatherings.
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The class of 1960 is proud to dedicate this edition of The Barrister to a man who has endowed his students, 

Cornell Law School, and indeed the entire legal profession with not only the letter but the true spirit of the 

law.

From 1964 until 1973 Ernie Warren served as associate dean of the Cornell Law School. He had earlier acted 

as director of placement. In those positions he contributed his impressive administrative skills to the ongoing 

life of the school. In addition to his involvement in teaching and academic administration, Ernie had a strong 

interest in law reform. In that connection, in his capacity as a research consultant to the New York State Law 

Revision Commission, he conducted a number of important studies designed to improve the existing legal system. 

A reference to some of the subjects on which he wrote is instructive as an indication of the broad range of his 

inquiries. The list includes “Liability for Street and Sidewalk Defects”; “Authentication Required to Establish 

Validity of Foreign Record or Judgment”; “Historical Background on Article 7 of the Uniform Commercial Code: 

The Law of Documents of Title”; and “Rights of Joint Tortfeasors on Appeal after Joint Judgment.” In 1957-58, while 

on sabbatic leave from Cornell, he served as special attorney in the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington.

Following his retirement from Cornell, Ernie accepted an appointment as senior clerk to New York State Supreme 

Court Justice Frederick B. Bryant of Ithaca. His ten years of postretirement service in that position were happy and 

productive ones. His encyclopedic knowledge of New York practice and procedure was available not only to Justice 

Bryant but also to the many lawyers, including former students, who sought his advice and counsel.

The Tompkins County Bar Association, of which Ernie was a former president, passed a resolution that noted that 

“his death has removed from our midst a lawyer and teacher who was professionally of inestimable value to both 

bench and bar; who was patient and who generously shared his wisdom and his experience without condescension 

and offered counsel with compassion.” Further recognition of Ernie’s significant contributions to our system of 

law and justice was given by the Tompkins County Board of Representatives when, on December 16, 1986, it 

provided that the law library located in the Tompkins County Courthouse should henceforth be known as the 

Ernest N. Warren Library.

There were many facets to the outstanding life of Ernest Warren: the love and affection he held for his family; his 

years of lay leadership in the Baptist Church; his exemplary community service as a member of the Ithaca Board 

of Education, including serving as president of the board in 1960-61, during the building of the new high school; 

his love of the outdoors, particularly at his summer home on Lake Bonaparte; the wide circle of those who valued 
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his friendship; his postretirement years of service with Justice Bryant; his total commitment to the law; and his 

unmatched place in the life of the Cornell Law School.

Ernest Warren was a very special man. Remarkable indeed were his good-natured patience, his unselfishness, his 

modesty, his devotion to high ideals, and, above all, his good judgment. He had many talents, but his genius was 

in his relations with people. Ernie was a great teacher, and he taught by example. He lived life as we all should live 

it, in a way that gives meaning to life and inspiration to those still living. It is a better world because there was an 

Ernie Warren.

A memorial service for Ernie was held on November 29, 1986, on the Cornell campus in the moot court room of 

Myron Taylor Hall.

Ernie’s survivors include his wife, Dorothy Failing Warren of Ithaca; two daughters, Delight Warren Sticker of 

Middleport, New York, and Valerie Warren Vrana of Athens, Georgia; two sons, Herbert Lee Warren of Louisville, 

Kentucky, and David Scott Warren of Ithaca; and eleven grandchildren.

W. Ray Forrester, Harrop A. Freeman, W. David Curtiss
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