
John Neal Tilton

June 16, 1891 — May 29, 1970

Professor John Neal Tilton came to Cornell in 1909 from Chicago, where he had been born and reared, to 

study architecture. In 1913 he received the degree of Bachelor of Architecture and a year later that of Master of 

Architecture.

He then returned to Chicago, and, with the exception of two years as an officer in the U. S. Army Air Corps during 

World War I, worked as an architectural designer for Marshall and Fox, Architects, until 1926. At that time he 

formed a partnership under the name of Armstrong, Furst, and Tilton, practicing in Chicago.

In 1932 he left Chicago and joined the faculty of the College of Architecture at Cornell as an assistant professor, 

becoming professor in 1936. In 1937-38 he served as acting dean of the College, from 1938-40 as assistant dean, 

and from 1940-45 as secretary. In 1959, after twenty-seven years of dedicated service, he became professor of 

architecture, emeritus. During his tenure at Cornell, Professor Tilton retained his partnership in Chicago on a 

part-time basis.

Professor Tilton taught with distinction and great devotion and served well generations of Cornell students. 

His special fields of interest were in the area of working drawings, specifications, and mechanical equipment of 

buildings. In addition to his teaching responsibilities he served on a number of University committees, including 

the University Aptitude Committee, the Executive Committee on Student War Service, and the University 

Scholarship Committee. He also served terms as chairman of the Student Conduct Committee and the Committee 

on Student Activities.

He was active in many professional organizations. He was a long-standing member of the American Institute of 

Architects, and at one time was secretary of the Central New York Chapter. He was also a member of the honorary 

societies Tau Beta Pi, Gargoyle, and L’Ogive. In recognition of his dedication to his teaching and to his students, 

the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture awarded Professor Tilton its “Citation for Excellence in 

Teaching” in 1958.

In addition to serving the University, John Tilton also served his community in many ways. He was one of the 

most faithful and beloved members of St. John’s Episcopal Church, to which he gave freely of his professional 



talents, especially in its building and redecorating program and as a member of its vestry. He was also a dedicated 

member of Rotary International, and was an honorary member of the Ithaca Rotary Club at the time of his death.

In 1940 John Tilton married Hazel Davidson of La Grange, Illinois, who died in 1967.

Professor Tilton died at the age of 78 at the Lakeside Nursing Home, Ithaca, where he had been a resident for two 

years.

He is survived by a brother, Brigadier General Rolland L. Tilton of Hampton, Virginia, and three nieces.

Stuart M. Barnette, Thomas H. Canfield, Francis W. Saul




