
James Davis Harlan 

December 23, 1885 — November 18, 1961

James Davis Harlan, Professor Emeritus of Pomology at the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station 

at Geneva, died November 18, 1961, as the result of injuries received in an automobile accident on November 9. 

Professor Harlan would have been seventy-six years of age on December 23, 1961.

Born in Mt. Holly, Pennsylvania, Professor Harlan received the Bachelor of Science degree in agronomy from 

Pennsylvania State College in 1912. He also engaged in graduate study in plant breeding and plant physiology at 

Cornell University in 1921-1922.

Professor Harlan began his professional career as an assistant in research at Pennsylvania State College where 

he served from 1912 to 1914. From 1914 to 1915 he engaged in agricultural research for the American Vanadium 

Company and, in 1916, for the Frick Coke Company, both of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In 1917 he joined the 

faculty of the Long Island School of Agriculture at Farmingdale and in 1918 was appointed assistant agronomist at 

the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station at Geneva. With the transfer of agronomic work from Geneva 

to Ithaca in 1928, Professor Harlan was made assistant pomologist and later advanced to Associate Professor 

of Pomology, a position he held at the time of retirement on March 31, 1954. The Board of Trustees of Cornell 

University elected him Professor Emeritus of Pomology effective April 1, 1954.

During the earlier years of his association with the Experiment Station, Professor Harlan engaged primarily in 

investigations relating to orchard soil fertility and was the author or joint author of several Station publications in 

this field. He also conducted studies and published at least one Station bulletin on the production of high-nicotine 

tobacco in New York State at a time when fruit growers were seeking more economical sources of insecticides.

With a revival of interest in hop growing in certain areas of the state, Professor Harlan, in 1934, was assigned to 

a special project on hop production. His studies of cultural practices, varietal performance, and, in cooperation 

with other members of the Station staff, the development of control measures for insect pests and diseases of hops, 

were productive of numerous technical and popular articles. Economic readjustments and basic changes in the 

brewing industry resulted in the termination of the hop investigations in 1950.

In 1919 Professor Harlan married Anna F. Charles of DuBois, Pennsylvania, who survives him, together with a 

brother.



During his term of employment at the Experiment Station, Professor Harlan was active in the Geneva chapter 

of the New York State Civil Service Employees Association. He also took an active interest and held office in the 

Geneva Camera Club and the Kanadasaga Kennel Club, continuing his association with these activities after 

retirement. For a while he was employed in the local Camera Shop. More recently he served as soil chemist for the 

Jackson and Perkins Company of Newark, New York, and it was when he was enroute to his laboratory on a stormy 

day that the accident occurred, which resulted in his death.

A quiet, reserved person with a friendly interest in all with whom he came in contact, Professor Harlan was held 

in high regard by growers and his colleagues alike.
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