
James Clifton Edgar

June 14, 1859 — April 7, 1939

Dr. James Clifton Edgar died at his home in Greenwich, Connecticut, on April 7, 1939. He was born in New York 

City on June 14, 1859, the son of the late James Alexander Edgar and the late Eliza Maria Coe Edgar. He attended 

St. Paul’s School at Concord, New Hampshire, and Lafayette College, from which he received a Ph.B. degree in 

1882 and an M.A. degree in 1884. His medical degree was received from New York University in 1885. In 1888, 

after a two-year internship on the second medical division at Bellevue Hospital, he pursued post-graduate studies 

at the Royal Frauenklinik in Munich. Upon his return he began private practice and a long teaching career. He 

first served as lecturer in Obstetrics and later as adjunct professor of Obstetrics at New York University Medical 

College. He became professor of Obstetrics at Cornell University Medical College in 1900 and held that position 

until his retirement in 1922, when he became emeritus professor.

Although Dr. Edgar’s teaching methods were delightfully informal, his ability to place great emphasis on important 

facts impressed his pupils. He was respected and revered by the students. Among his distinguished students in 

the field of obstetrics was the late Harold Hailey, who succeeded him at Cornell University as associate professor 

of Obstetrics and Gynecology. During the early part of the twentieth century obstetrics underwent changes which 

caused it to be considered more of a surgical than medical speciality. Dr. Edgar was intensely interested in these 

changes. He took an active interest in and participated in all the advances of scientific obstetrics.

Dr. Edgar’s most important literary contribution to medicine was his textbook The Practice of Obstetrics, which 

had five editions under his editorship. It was a textbook of great practical value. He also edited Winckel’s textbook 

and wrote several monographs on obstetrical topics.

At various times he served on the visiting staffs of the following hospitals: Lying-in, New York City Maternity, 

Manhattan Maternity and Dispensary, and Bellevue Hospital. He was a member of all the regular medical societies, 

the New York Academy of Medicine, the American College of Surgeons, the American Gynecological Society and 

the New York Obstetrical Society, serving as president in 1908.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Ellen Muriel Beatrice Soutter Edgar, and two sons, Clifton and Charles Soutter 

Edgar.

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




