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December 15, 1884 — October 7, 1973

John Edwin Perry, professor emeritus, remains for many alumni of the School of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering the clearest recollection of their Cornell years. For nearly forty years he inspired students by his 

teaching of courses in the design, construction, operation, and management of railroads; in contracts and 

specifications; and in other aspects of transportation.

Professor Perry’s varied experience in professional practice provided the background needed to guide the students 

in Civil Engineering Camp in learning to apply the subject matter learned in the classroom to the solution of then 

current problems arising in professional practice.

His experience with the Pennsylvania State Department of Health and several railroads after his graduation from 

Pennsylvania State University in 1908, his continuing activity in professional societies, and his consulting activities 

enabled him to identify the ever-changing major transportation problems and to stimulate his students in their 

search for innovative solutions to these problems, as well as to those in other areas of engineering.

His understanding of students, their interests, aptitudes, and problems; his willingness to listen; and his common 

sense, tact, and discretion led many students to seek his counsel on numerous occasions. The enthusiastic greetings 

by alumni at the annual reunions and other occasions, and their special efforts to visit him at home during later 

years, were the greatest demonstrations of their respect for him.

He was a member of several professional engineering societies including the American Society of Civil Engineers, 

American Railway Engineering Association, and the American Society for Engineering Education. He was a 

charter member, and one of the most active founders, of the Ithaca Section of the American Society of Civil 

Engineers, and he was secretary of the Section for a number of years.

His activities in civic affairs at the local and state level contributed to his maintenance of current perspectives on 

engineering practice. He was a member of the Ithaca City Planning Commission for ten years and a member of 

the New York State Flood Control Commission for the following decade. He served his political party as county 

chairman for nearly fifteen years. His long tenure in these positions clearly demonstrated the great respect of his 

fellow citizens for his contributions in civic affairs.
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Professor Perry’s community activities included active membership in the First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, as 

well as in the St. Augustine Commandery of Knights Templar of Ithaca and several other Masonic bodies, and 

as commissioner of the Louis Agassiz Fuertes Council of Boy Scouts of America. He received the Council’s Silver 

Beaver Award for Outstanding Service.

Professor Perry was elected professor of civil engineering, emeritus, in July 1952, after thirty-seven years as a 

member of the faculty of the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering. He was recalled to active duty in 

1953. Subsequently he served as a consultant to this School on numerous occasions.

He is survived by two sons, John E. Perry, Jr., and Henry M. Perry, M.D., and four grandchildren.

S. C. Hollister, F. O. Slate, G. B. Lyon
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