
James Morgan Hart 

— Apr. 18, 1916

The following resolutions on the death of Professor James Morgan  Hart were adopted by a rising vote:

“In recording the death of James Morgan Hart, Professor Emeritus  of the English Language and Literature, the 

Faculty wishes to bear  witness to the scholarly and manly qualities of the colleague whose  passing is a loss to 

Cornell University.

Professor Hart was one of the earliest members of the faculty and  gave to the university his first and his last 

years of service. During  his long life he devoted himself with absolute unselfishness to the  cause of learning as 

represented by his chosen field, in which he attained national distinction, and as represented by the institution 

to which lie was so deeply attached. He administered his department with far-seeing discretion, and brought 

into the faculty councils a  mature wisdom which went to the core of the questions at issue. He  trained students 

to hold dear the things which were dear to him, and  had the satisfaction of seeing his own men in positions of 

responsibility all over the country. The first insistent lesson he taught was  accuracy, which he consistently termed 

the one pre-requisite of  scholarship. As far as humanly possible he sought to impart to his  students some measure 

of his own wholesome and abounding common-sense. A man of deliberate and well-considered carefulness in 

forming opinions, he manifested impatience only in the presence of the  inane, the self-seeking, and the pedantic. 

Of honest error of judgment or to mistaken action he was sympathetically tolerant. His  interest in young men was 

perennially fresh, and he apparently gained from them something of the inspiration which he assuredly  gave. Best 

of all in a teacher and leader, it should be said of him  that with every opportunity to impose his authority and his 

methods,  he never tried to make disciples. A student whom he had made courageous enough to differ with him 

was sure of a keen, friendly,  and thoughtful response; a mere echo he counted futile. Here was  a man who left 

behind him the memory of a personality greater and  finer than is common, and who established by his example 

a precious  ideal.

(Signed) Edw. L. Nichols,  Frank Thilly,  Martin W. Sampson, Chairman
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