
Charles Edward Cladel

August 27, 1906 — March 7, 1985

Charles Edward Cladel was born in New York City, the son of Edward and Louise Eberhart Cladel. He prepared 

for college in the New York City school system, graduating from the Evander Childs High School. He attended 

Columbia College for one year and then applied for admission to the Hotel Management Program at Cornell, at 

that time a division of the New York State School of Home Economics. He matriculated in fall 1925 and successfully 

completed his Bachelor of Science degree in February 1929.

He then entered the hotel industry as an accountant and worked for the firms Horwath & Horwath, Haskins & 

Sells, Howard Dayton Hotels Corporation, and the American Hotel Corporation. In 1933 he was invited by the 

late dean Howard B. Meek to join the faculty as an accounting instructor. He accepted this position and also began 

work on his Master of Science degree, which he completed in 1936. During this period he also prepared for the 

New York State certified public accountant examination and was certified in 1938.

Charles Cladel taught at Cornell for nearly forty years. He was promoted to assistant professor in 1940, to associate 

professor in 1945, and to full professor in 1953 and was granted the title of professor emeritus upon his retirement 

in 1972.

Drawing on his extensive previous work experience, Professor Cladel developed and taught specialized courses 

in hotel accounting, food and beverage control, and hotel front-office posting machines. In addition, he offered 

general courses in basic accounting, intermediate accounting, and auditing.

During World War II Professor Cladel made a significant contribution to the war effort by teaching all five of the 

school’s accounting courses to a substantial number of army and navy personnel who were attending the special 

officer training program. This often entailed working in excess of seventy hours a week.

To keep in touch with the industry, Professor Cladel spent a number of summers working with Horwath & Horwath 

as a senior accountant. He also collaborated with the late Professor James Barrett in the design and installation of 

the first accounting system to be used at the Statler Inn and Club on the Cornell campus.

He married Mabel Elizabeth MacGregor in December 1935 in Johnson City, New York. They had two children: 

a son, Charles (1939), and a daughter, Nancy (1942). Eventually they were also blessed with four grandchildren.
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During his undergraduate years he was a member of the Cornell Crew, Pi Kappa Phi fraternity, and the honorary 

societies of Phi Kappa Phi and Ye Hosts.

Professor Cladel was a member of the Kiwanis Club, a Mason, and a member of the New York State Society of 

Certified Public Accountants. He was a member of St. Paul’s Methodist Church and a former president of the 

Ithaca Chapter of the Cornell Society of Hotelmen.

Always possessed of community spirit, he worked on a volunteer basis for a number of local organizations as 

treasurer and accountant. Those who were fortunate to know him will remember Charlie Cladel as a contributor 

to society and his fellow man and as a true gentleman in every sense of the word.

After an extensive illness, during which he was lovingly cared for by his wife and family, he quietly went on his 

way, at home, in March 1985.

Richard A. Compton, Richard G. Moore, David C. Dunn

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




