
Daniel Grover Clark

August 20, 1900 — April 13, 1962

Professor Daniel Grover Clark of the Department of Botany passed away on April 13, 1962, at the age of 61. 

Professor Clark was born in Ithaca on August 20, 1900, and obtained all of his education in Ithaca, first in the 

public schools, subsequently at Cornell University. He received the B.S. in 1929 and the Ph.D. in 1936.

Professor Clark’s association with the Department of Botany began during his high school days, when he was 

employed in the stockroom. He continued in this position during his undergraduate studies. Following graduation 

he became a scientific assistant. With the receipt of his Ph.D. he was made an Acting Assistant Professor, Assistant 

Professor, Associate Professor, and then full Professor in 1948.

Professor Clark’s teaching duties were confined to plant physiology, where he saw at an early date the necessity of 

utilizing the tools of biochemistry in physiological research. In his presentation of the advanced plant physiology 

laboratories and the introductory course in physiology he perfected a Socratic approach that forced many a 

beleaguered student to think hard for the first time. His first concern was that students recognized the need to 

explore all avenues to the solution of a problem. As a result of his labors the self-reliance and imagination of a host 

of Cornell undergraduates were tremendously stimulated.

Professor Clark’s own research centered on problems of photosynthesis, enzyme activity, hormones and vitamins, 

biological nitrogen fixation, and hybrid vigor. Outgrowths of some of this work were a splendid movie film on the 

opening and closing of stomates. Although it is one of the early attempts to utilize photomicrographic techniques 

in the making of moving pictures for teaching purposes, it is still in constant use. The work on nitrogen fixation 

with the late Professor Lewis Knudson involved furnishing approximately 20,000 cultures of legume bacteria 

a year to farmers in New York State. The cultures were used to inoculate leguminous plants and contributed 

significantly to the use of alfalfa in the state because of the role played by these bacteria in the successful growth 

of alfalfa.

A major share of Professor Clark’s time was devoted to advising graduate students who minored in plant 

physiology. At the time of his death over 70 were registered with him and more than 350 came under his tutelage 

at various times. With all of these students his questions and suggestions stimulated their thinking and guided 

their approach to a myriad of problems. His humanity marked him as a man whom students not only respected 
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but loved. There is no way to evaluate the total effect of this immense contribution. His name, however, will live 

long in the memories of these students. 

Dr. Clark collaborated with the late Professor Otis F. Curtis to write Introduction to Plant Physiology, which was 

published in 1950. This text was translated into Polish and was published in Warsaw in 1958. The thoroughness of 

the Curtis and Clark approach to all problems is amply demonstrated in this book.

Professor Clark was a member of the Botanical Society of America, American Society of Plant Physiologists, Sigma 

Xi, and Phi Kappa Phi. He was active in the First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca where he served as an Elder, He was 

a member of the Ithaca Rotary Club and was also active for many years in Community Chest affairs. He served on 

numerous University committees but was most concerned with the activities of Cornell United Religious Work, 

which he served many years as a member of the board. 

The death of Professor Clark deprived his colleagues of a true friend and counselor, his graduate students of 

a skilled and devoted adviser, and his undergraduates of a gifted and inspiring teacher. Truly he succeeded in 

combining scientific intellectual skills with an unusual capacity to affect the lives of the people with whom he 

worked.

Dr. Clark is survived by his wife, Frederika Ahrness Clark; one daughter, Mrs. Mary E. Crawford of Manhasset, 

New York; and two grandchildren.
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