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 May 27, 1935 — March 14, 1998

Eldon “Bud” Kenworthy, formerly of Ithaca, New York, died on March 14, 1998 at Saint Mary Medical Center 

in Walla Walla, Washington of injuries sustained after he was accidentally struck by an automobile. Bud had 

resided in Walla Walla with his wife, Cynthia Witman, since 1992. An internationally recognized expert in Latin 

American politics, Professor Kenworthy went to Whitman College as the Arnold Distinguished Visiting Professor 

in 1991, and joined the faculty of the politics department the following year.

From 1996-92, Bud was a member of the faculty of Cornell University, where he taught Latin American politics 

and served as director of undergraduate studies in the Government Department. In 1970, he received Cornell’s 

Clark Award for Excellence in Teaching. An inspiring and devoted teacher, he is remembered by his colleagues for 

his insistence that teaching and advising undergraduates be a priority even at a university known for its research 

and graduate programs.

Bud Kenworthy was born in Pasadena, California. He received his Bachelor’s degree from Oberlin College in 

1956 and his Doctorate in Political Science in 1970 from Yale University. Author of six books, including America 

Americas: Myth in the Making of U.S. Policy toward Latin America, he both studied and deeply loved the area and 

its people. He and Cynthia were involved with a number of Ithacans in reforestation and other environmental 

projects in Costa Rica.

Bud Kenworthy’s close relationship with students became critically important during the period of unrest that 

troubled many universities in the late 1960s. In 1969, at Cornell University, he addressed a gathering of 4,000 

students whose leaders were urging violent tactics. Known to students as a young and sympathetic professor, 

Kenworthy cautioned them to be “rational radicals.” His influence prevailed.

Bud will be remembered for many reasons. Those who knew him well might still hear his warm rich voice and 

recall his enthusiasm for the good life of gardens and homesteading and community. Bud was also a lover of wild 

places, and frequently backpacked in the high country. He died surrounded by friends.

He is survived by his wife, Cynthia Witman; his brother and sister, Dudley Kenworthy and Janet Walls; his 

daughter, Lauren Kenworthy; and his grandsons Byron Kenworthy Schaeffer and Jesse Schaeffer Kenworthy. His 

younger daughter, Shannon, died in 1973.

Peter Katzenstein, Isaac Kramnick
Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




