
Edward Albert White

May 23, 1872 — May 13, 1943

Edward Albert White, Professor of Floriculture, Emeritus, Head of the Department of Floriculture and Ornamental 

Horticulture from the time of its inception, died on May 13, 1943. He was born at West Townsend, Massachusetts, 

on May 23, 1872, of New England ancestry and was educated in the public schools of his native village. When 

ready for his higher education he chose to attend the Massachusetts Agricultural College. His training there was in 

botany and allied sciences and during his college career he acquired an extraordinary love for ornamental plants 

and an appreciation of their place in human enjoyment. He had a highly developed sense of the beauty of plants 

which expressed itself in his work in flower arrangement, an art in which he later became nationally known.

The positions which Professor White held during his career were numerous and important. He was assistant 

horticulturist at the Massachusetts Agricultural College from 1895 to 1897 and horticulturist at the Baron de 

Hirsch School, Woodbine, New Jersey, from 1897 to 1899. He served as assistant professor of horticulture at 

the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas from 1899 to 1902; and as professor of botany, forestry, and 

landscape gardening at the Connecticut Agricultural College from 1902 to 1907. In 1907 he was called back to his 

alma mater to organize there a department of floriculture. This was the first department of its kind in the United 

States and its successful development won him international recognition.

On July 1, 1913, Professor White accepted the invitation given him by Dean Liberty Hyde Bailey to organize a 

department of floriculture at Cornell University and he remained as head of that department until his retirement 

on June 30, 1939. During these twenty-six years the department grew extensively under his direction and is now 

recognized as the outstanding organization of its kind in the United States. The work in plant materials previously 

organized in the Department of Landscape Art was added to the floricultural work in 1922 and the name of the 

department was then changed to Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture.

The study of orchids was Professor White’s particular interest and while head of the department he traveled in 

Central and South America to study and collect these plants. After retirement he continued his work with unabated 

interest, visiting India and Burma and many of the islands of the Pacific to study orchids growing under natural 

conditions.

Professor White was the author of many bulletins and magazine articles valued in scientific, commercial, or 

amateur circles. He published several books which were well received: American Orchid Culture, The Florist 
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Business, Principles of Floriculture, Chrysanthemum Culture, and Principles of Flower Arrangement, the first of these 

was brought out in a beautiful revised edition after Professor White returned from his trip to the South Pacific.

Students trained under Professor White are scattered throughout the world in professional and commercial work. 

With but few exceptions the work in floriculture at other colleges in the United States is being carried on by men 

trained by him or in his department. This is a most unusual record.

Professor White was very active in many of the commercial and amateur organizations in the field of floriculture 

as well as in college teaching and research. He served as secretary of the American Rose Society, was chairman of 

the Committee on Horticultural Education of the Society of American Florists and Ornamental Horticulturists, 

and secretary of the Federation of Horticultural Societies of New York State. The recognition and support received 

by the Department at Cornell University was due in no small part to his helpful contact with commercial interests.

Recognized as an authority on orchids, Professor White was called upon to address many organizations in 

the United States and in 1939 he gave a series of lectures at the University of Hawaii. He was a member of the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science, the Royal Horticultural Society, and honorary member of 

the New York Florists’ Club, the American Rose Society, and the American Orchid Society. He was a member of 

Kappa Sigma, of the honorary society Phi Kappa Phi, and the first member of the Alpha Chapter of the honorary 

floricultural society, Pi Alpha Xi. In 1938 the Massachusetts Horticultural Society awarded him its gold medal for 

outstanding achievement as a teacher, and the silver medal of the New York State Federation of Garden Clubs for 

achievement as a teacher and writer was presented to him in 1939.

A kindly, considerate, and unassuming man, Professor White valued above all the friendship and esteem of his 

associates and acquaintances. He was a tremendous force in the floricultural education of his day and a man who 

will be long and kindly remembered by those privileged to know him.

Professor White is survived by three children, Emerson Edward, Kendall Crittenden, and Barbara Crittenden. 

Mrs. White, formerly Cora Crittenden of Tyringham, Massachusetts, died on May 16, 1938.
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