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April 18, 1916 — February 15, 2006

Professor of Horticulture, Arthur Bing, led his life and career with exceptional energy and vitality. He inspired 

countless students and practitioners of horticulture and taught hundreds of classes infused with wisdom and 

practicality. Dr. Bing brought passion and high personal standards to any situation, whether troubleshooting 

a problem on tulip bulbs, attacking weeds in a field plot or his vegetable garden, seeking orchid stamps for his 

collection, sharing chocolates with coworkers, bowling with his buddies, or having great times with his two 

grandsons. He was devoted to his wife, Iris, and daughter, Corinne and her family. During 34 years of employment 

with Cornell University, Dr. Bing was generous with his knowledge and time in support of Cooperative Extension 

educators and the ornamental horticulture industry. Art was feisty and unforgettable, dependably on time for 

everything, with a remarkable enthusiasm for life.

Born in Springfield, Massachusetts, Art attended the University of Connecticut, receiving a B.S. degree with 

distinction in Botany. From 1934-41, he operated his own business, Bing’s Gladiolus Gardens, in Hartford, 

Connecticut. He attended Trinity College from 1939-40 and began studies at Cornell University in 1940—but six 

months later was drafted and served from August 1941 to February 1946 with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

He was commissioned as First Lieutenant in 1942. Art taught camouflage and demolition at Ft. Belvoir and served 

in the South Pacific during World War II. Returning to Cornell after the war, Art was awarded a Ph.D. degree in 

Plant Physiology in 1949 with minors in Plant Breeding and Floriculture.

Art was hired by Cornell in 1949 as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Floriculture and Ornamental 

Horticulture, and promoted to Professor of Floriculture in 1967. He initially taught courses and conducted research 

on culture and post-harvest handling of flower crops at the Ithaca campus. In July 1951, he relocated to Long 

Island to direct the Cornell University-USDA Ornamentals Laboratory on the campus of the SUNY Agricultural 

and Technical College at Farmingdale. Art was very effective at securing financial support (from NYS Flower 

Growers, Inc. and the NY Florists Club, in particular) for construction of a new laboratory there. In addition to his 

administrative duties, he conducted research on weed control in gladiolus and other flower crops.

The last part of Art’s career focused mainly on extension and research on weed control of ornamental plants in 

nurseries, greenhouses, turf and landscapes. When the Cornell ornamentals program was moved east to the Long 

Island Horticultural Research Laboratory in 1977, he continued an active research and extension program in 
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Riverhead. He was named Professor Emeritus at his retirement on May 31, 1983 and was honored at a testimonial 

dinner at Planting Fields Arboretum. Art taught at SUNY Farmingdale and the New York Botanical Garden both 

before and after his retirement, continuing to teach at Farmingdale until 2000.

An irrepressibly sociable person, Art was a supportive member of many professional societies, serving as president 

of the New York Florists Club, the Long Island Flower Growers and the Northeastern Weed Science Society. Art 

was chairman of the research committee of the North American Gladiolus Council and research editor of their 

bulletin for many years. Art was also active in his community and contributed in many ways to the beautification 

of his town: he belonged to the Friends of Planting Fields and the Cornell Club of Long Island, was a member of 

the Huntington Beautification Council and served as president of the Huntington Festival Concert Society. He 

was also a member of the South Huntington Public Library Board of Trustees.

Many awards followed from Art’s exceptional commitment and service to numerous organizations. To mention 

just a few: in 1961, he received the Gold Medal Award from the North American Gladiolus Council for his efforts 

in the culture, weed control and post-harvest handling of cut flowers; in 1983, he received the Award of Merit 

from the Northeastern Weed Science Society; and in 1986, he became the fifth recipient of the NYS Gold Medal 

of Horticulture award, given jointly by the NYS Dept. of Agriculture and Markets and the NYS Nurserymen’s 

Association—his name is inscribed in the Horticulture Court of Honor at the State Fairgrounds in Syracuse. 

Rhododendron breeder, Nat Hess, also named a beautiful white rhododendron “Art Bing” after his fellow 

horticulturist and friend.

Art’s weed science research included studies of the effectiveness and crop safety for many different herbicides 

used in the production of ornamental plants in greenhouses and nurseries, as well as for hard-to-control weeds 

in lawns. He was truly a pioneer in the use of herbicides in ornamentals, and made strong contributions to the 

federal government’s IR-4 program that facilitates pesticide registrations for minor crops. He also conducted 

trials comparing turfgrass varieties under Long Island conditions, and worked collaboratively with USDA-ARS 

scientists on studies of reflective mulch to repel aphids from gladiolus.

Art authored over 120 research publications. His articles were published in many places including American 

Nurseryman, Greenhouse Manager, the Bulletin of the North American Gladiolus Council and The New York 

Times. Art was a very popular and effective speaker at Cornell Cooperative Extension and horticultural trade 

meetings. The knowledge of weed control practices that he generated and disseminated continues to serve 
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horticultural professionals throughout the Northeast. Art will be long remembered for his extensive and freely 

shared horticultural expertise and for his irrepressible, high-kicking spirit.

George Good, Andy Senesac, Margery Daughtrey
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