
Earl Sunderville

October 5, 1886 — November 4, 1958

Dr. Earl Sunderville, Professor Emeritus of Veterinary Anatomy, died November 4, 1958, in Tompkins County 

Hospital after a prolonged illness. His wife preceded him in death by about a month.

Dr. Sunderville was born in Newark, New York, of Dutch parentage on October 5, 1886. He took pride in having 

received his grammar school education in an old country school near Newark, New York. After completing the 

then three-year course in Veterinary Medicine at Cornell, he received the D.V.M. degree in 1908. Although 22 

years of age at this time, he felt he was too youthful in appearance to go into practice, although that was his 

ambition. To gain maturity he accepted an assistantship in anatomy that fall and an instructorship a year later. He 

never went into practice but stayed in the Department of Veterinary Anatomy for 39 years. In 1914, he was made 

Assistant Professor and, in 1934, Professor and head of the department, a position he held until his retirement in 

February, 1947. In addition to his teaching duties, Dr. Sunderville was secretary of the Veterinary Faculty from 

1925 to 1945. He was held in high esteem by his students, and his deeply entrenched conviction was that the most 

experienced teachers should instruct the least experienced students.

The former students and friends of Dr. Sunderville defrayed the cost of the painting of his portrait which now 

hangs in the James Law Auditorium among those of other faculty members of the Veterinary College. During the 

time between the death of Dean P. A. Fish on February 19, 1931, and the appointment of Dr. W. A. Hagan as Dean, 

on July 1, 1932, Dr. Sunderville served with Dr. R. R. Birch and Dr. W. A. Hagan on an interim committee which 

administered the affairs of the College.

Among Dr. Sunderville’s better-known publications are: “Lymphatic System of Cattle,” “Postmortem Anatomy of 

Chickens,” and “Tonsils in the Dog.”

Prior to World War I, he served on Dr. Septimus Sisson’s committtee of the American Veterinary Medical 

Association which compiled a glossary of anatomical terms applicable to the gross structures of veterinary species. 

These terms have composed the standard nomenclature used in English veterinary medical publications ever 

since. In a recent comparison of this nomenclature with the new international anatomical nomenclature (Paris, 

1955), they were found to be surprisingly similar.
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Dr. Sunderville attended the International Veterinary Congress in London as the representative from Cornell in 

1930. For over a decade, varied exhibits of College activities were largely prepared and displayed by him at the State 

Fair. His three sabbatic leaves, in 1923, 1932, and 1940, were largely spent touring the United States and visiting 

the other veterinary colleges. During the leave of 1932 he also attended the Medical School at the University of 

Rochester.

From the very beginning of the national professional fraternity, Omega Tau Sigma, he was one of its staunchest 

supporters and counselors, having been elected secretary of the Grand Council for 12 years and Grand Treasurer 

for a number of years. Even after retirement he maintained an active interest in the local chapter and more than 

any other man was responsible for its present fine physical facilities. Dr. Sunderville was also a member of Sigma 

Xi, Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Zeta, Acacia, and the local, state, and national veterinary medical associations.

He was active in Masonry from 1911, having become early a 32nd degree Mason. He belonged to the Scottish Rite 

bodies of Ithaca and Binghamton. He was past master of Hobasco Lodge 716 F. and A.M. and a member of its 

Fellowcraft Club. In addition to serving as presiding officer and trustee of the Lodge of Perfection, he had served 

as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Michigan.

Dr. Sunderville possessed great love and loyalty for his family and for Cornell. For nearly 40 years each student 

who attended the Veterinary College at Cornell was personally known to him. In the dissecting laboratory, his 

answers to questions were concise, accurate, and to the point. Often, the person who asked the question felt a 

degree of guilt upon being shown the answer since the structure could be revealed so easily and quickly by Dr. 

Sunderville.

As a youth, he helped his father who was a contractor and thus he developed a vital interest in carpentry, particularly 

cabinet making, and built many items which served their home. In fact, he built two houses in the village of Forest 

Home as well as their cottage at Sodus, New York, in which he and his family spent many enjoyable vacations and 

weekends. Other hobbies included gardening and fishing.

Dr. Sunderville will be remembered most vividly for his close attention to anatomical detail in the dissecting room, 

where he served not only as a most precise instructor but also as a strict disciplinarian. Outside the classroom 

his wise counsel was always freely and cheerfully given to the numerous students who consulted him during a 

generation when drastic changes were being made.

M. E. Miller, H. H. Dukes, H. L. Gilman
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