
Alfred Franklin Hocker

April 29, 1902 — February 12, 1948

Alfred Franklin Hocker, M.D., died suddenly of coronary thrombosis, at his home on February 12th. He had 

served as Instructor and Assistant Professor of Radiology (X-ray Therapy) since 1934, He also had appointments 

in both the Ear, Nose and Throat and X-ray Departments of New York Hospital. At his death he held the title of 

Consultant in Radiology. The New York Hospital-Cornell University Medical Center has suffered a very serious 

loss since Dr. Hocker had become an authority on cancer of the head and neck. His wise counsel in particularly 

difficult problems was always greatly appreciated. 

Dr. Hocker was born in Audubon, Iowa. He attended the University of Oklahoma, and was graduated from the 

University of Louisville Medical School, Louisville, in 1926. After an internship and practice at the Louisville City 

Hospital he joined the staff of Memorial Hospital in New York City in 1930 as an Assistant Resident Surgeon. 

From 1932 to 1935 he was a Research Fellow, studying cancer with particular interest in X-ray Therapy. In 1936 he 

became Radiologist to the hospital and took charge of Radiation Therapy. In 1942 he joined the staff of the Head 

and Neck Service at Memorial Hospital, ably performing both the surgery and radiation therapy management of 

patients under his care. 

At the time of his death he was director of the Tumor Clinic at Cornwall, N. Y. He had established this tumor clinic 

in 1936. The techniques learned at Memorial Hospital were adopted and this clinic was considered as a model 

for small hospitals. In the year preceding his death he had served as member of a cancer research team in the 

development of a thyroid cancer treatment, using radioactive iodine. He was a member of the American Medical 

Association, The American Radium Society and The American College of Radiology. Wherever Dr. Hocker lived 

and moved the atmosphere of human relations was bound to be more friendly under the force of his warm and 

generous personality. His kindliness and sympathetic understanding inspired an immediate and lasting affection 

in all those with whom he came in contact. He was generous and tolerant in his judgment of others and modest in 

his opinion of his own achievements.. He took no part or side in minor disagreements. The universal esteem and 

affection which he possessed inspired many of his associates to emulate in some degree his unselfish and generous 

example. His work will be taken up and carried on by others but the death of Alfred Hocker leaves a void in the 

hearts of his many friends and patients which can never be filled. 
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