
Cyrus Richard Crosby
Professor of Entomology

January 9, 1879 — January 11, 1937

In the sudden death of Cyrus Richard Crosby on January 11, 1937, Cornell University lost an efficient and faithful 

member, his associates in the Department of Entomology a helpful and inspiring colleague, his neighbors a genial 

and entertaining friend. Professor Crosby was born January 9, 1879 at Penn Yan, New York. After graduating from 

Cornell University in 1905 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts he served as assistant entomologist at the University 

of Missouri. Returning to Cornell in 1906 he held successively the positions of entomological investigator in the 

Experiment Station, assistant professor, and finally since 1913, that of extension professor. He was a member of the 

Association of Economic Entomologists, of the Entomological Society of France, a Fellow of the Entomological 

Society of America and a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Professor Crosby has written extensively on subjects related to his field He completed a work on fruit insects which 

had been begun by Professor Mark Vernon Slingerland, and with Dr. Mortimer Demarest Leonard he collaborated 

on a widely used text on vegetable insects. He also wrote, either alone or in collaboration with others a number of 

experiment station circulars and bulletins. Although his time was chiefly given over to his activities as extension 

entomologist, he nevertheless found time – evenings, holidays, and vacations – to devote to his hobby of studying 

spiders, a group in which his interest was first aroused by Professor John Henry Comstock, and in which he 

became a leading authority. On his collecting trips the usual discomforts in the field did not deter him from often 

spending hours in the chill winds on a mountain too or in a mosquito-infested swamp, sifting for spiders. His 

work is marked by meticulous care.

Though physically rather deliberate, he exhibited an astounding intellectual alertness, a tireless industry, and an 

unbounded enthusiasm which was an inspiration to the young men with whom he was associated. The catholicity 

of his tastes was shown by his interest in philosophy, religion, anthropology, geology, and other subjects outside 

the field of his profession.

He was known as a man of positive character with firm convictions and strong likes and dislikes. Not so well 

known is the fact that his sympathies were easily aroused, and then his purse, time, and thought were freely given. 

Professor Crosby will be long remembered by the members of the University community. The Faculty extends to 

his family its sincere sympathy in their bereavement.
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