
Flora Rose

October 13, 1874 — July 25, 1959

Flora Rose, former director of the New York State College of Home Economics at Cornell University, died July 25, 

1959, at her home in Berkeley, California, where she had lived since her retirement in 1940.

As teacher and as administrator, Miss Rose gave thirty-three years of distinguished service to the development 

and guidance of home economics at Cornell University.

Born in Denver, Colorado, in 1874, she received her early education in the Denver schools. Then followed a period 

of travel, informal study, and reflection that brought both a sure desire to become a teacher and a growing interest 

in a newly developing field of education—a field that was later to be called home economics. In 1903 she received 

a diploma in Household Arts from the Framingham Normal School in Framingham, Massachusetts, and in 1904 

the B.S. degree from the Kansas State Agricultural College, after which for three years she taught courses in food 

and nutrition at that college. The next year she completed work for the Master’s degree at Columbia University 

under the direction of Dr. Henry C. Sherman in the Department of Chemistry. Her first association with Cornell 

University came in the winter of 1907.

At this time Martha Van Rensseleaer had been at Cornell for seven years. She had come to the College of Agriculture 

to write leaflets and organize groups of study clubs for farm women throughout the state with the purpose of giving 

leaning and method to their work and thus easing their daily tasks. On this concept and on these beginnings was 

to be built slowly what has become the New York State Extension Service in Home Economics.

Another concept also was taking shape in the minds of both Martha Van Rensselaer and Liberty Hyde Bailey, 

Director of the College of Agriculture. They had begun to explore the possibility of offering courses in home 

economics at the college level within the College of Agriculture. They saw the scope of such a development and 

were not deterred by the difficulties that they also foresaw. A first step could be taken: an able person must be 

found to give assistance to the undertaking.

In Miss Van Rensselaer’s files was a letter from Miss Rose expressing a wish to be considered for an opening in 

home economics should such a position materialize. In 1907 she was invited to teach a course for two weeks in 

food and nutrition as part of the winter course in the College of Agriculture. Impressed with her scientific training, 

her educational philosophy, the enthusiasm that her teaching aroused, the vigor of her personality, Director Bailey 
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offered her the opportunity to join Miss Van Rensselaer in building a Department of Home Economics in the 

College of Agriculture.

Thus began the long friendship and close association of two great women which continued until Miss Van 

Rensselaer’s death twenty-five years later. Each one had fundamental qualities of clear and far vision, pioneering 

spirit, capacity for hard work, humor, and high courage. Each added to the power of the other; the two were 

greater than two times one. Through their work there came to be built first a Department of Home Economics in 

the College of Agriculture, then a School of Home Economics, and finally the New York State College of Home 

Economics at Cornell University, which was to become a force throughout the state and an influence in national 

education.

Miss Rose’s unique contributions grew out of her vital interest in human nutrition. Generations of students 

remember the depth and vividness of her teaching. She was called upon for national and international assignments 

when food and nutrition were of critical concern, as during World War I and the depression years. She served as 

deputy director of the Food Conservation Bureau of the New York State Food Commission, the arm of the United 

States Food Administration in the state. She took a leading part in the research and development of low-cost 

reinforced cereals. For her study of the nutrition of Belgian school children, she was awarded the Insignia of the 

Order of the Crown by King Albert of Belgium.

In time the demands of a growing College forced Miss Rose to relinquish formal teaching, yet she never gave up 

her devoted interest in students and her contacts with them. For eight years after Miss Van Rensselaer’s death, 

she continued as Director of the College—leading, guiding, experimenting, achieving. Enthusiasm, generosity, 

capacity for rigorous and sustained effort are qualities she possessed in full measure. When she retired, she left a 

College of Home Economics with a large Faculty and undergraduate student body, an Extension Service program 

enrolling 50,000 young persons and adults, and an expanding graduate student body and program of research.

Miss Rose’s memorial will always be then the College that she helped to build. Yet for those who knew her, the 

person herself dominates. The abiding picture is one of vividness and warmth, of poise and strength, of open-door 

hospitality, of instant and personal interest, and of loyal friendship.

Mabel A. Rollins, Beulah Blackmore, Dorothy Delany, Mary F. Henry
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