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Service to young people marked the life of Frederick Emil Heinzelman. He devoted 31 years to 4-H Club Extension 

Work in New York State, including 20 years as Assistant State 4-H Club Leader.

His career in 4-H leadership began in 1923 as a County 4-H Club Agent in Onondaga County, which post he 

held for eleven years. He was appointed Assistant State 4-H Club Leader in 1934 and continued to serve in that 

capacity until retirement. In 1939 he was awarded the rank of Associate Professor in the New York State College of 

Agriculture, and became a full Professor in 1942. Following his retirement in 1954, he was honored with the title 

of Professor Emeritus in the Extension Service.

Bringing organized 4-H Club work to counties not having it was one of his special duties while at Cornell. He was 

instrumental in getting 4-H Club work organized in eighteen new counties throughout the state.

Professor Heinzelman directed the New York State 4-H Club Congress from 1937 through 1954, providing 

annually at Cornell several days of educational programs for approximately one thousand club members. He 

served as treasurer of the Club Agents’ loan fund for 4-H Club members and often handled the details for New 

York’s annual participation in the National 4-H Club Congress at Chicago, Illinois. Among his many other duties 

was to act as adviser to the State 4-H Club Council and three district councils composed of older 4-H Club 

members. His deep personal interest in these young people was shown by his arranging to share his home each 

year with several of them who were entering Cornell as freshmen.

In 1942-1943, Professor Heinzelman was asked to assist in procuring kitchen equipment for the wartime farm 

labor camps in New York State, and he achieved excellent results in spite of shortages of materials.

In 1948, at the National 4-H Club Camp in Washington, D.C., he was presented with a 25-year service award by 

the Federal Extension Director, and in 1955 he received the national award of the Citation and Medallion for 4-H 

Club leadership.

Born in Warwick, New York, Mr. Heinzelman attended public schools there; later he attended the Mt. Hermon 

Preparatory School. After serving in the Army during World War I, he attended Cornell University, receiving a 

B.S. degree in 1923.



He was a member of Epsilon Sigma Phi, honorary extension fraternity, and Phi Delta Kappa, honorary education 

fraternity.

He was a deacon in the First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca for three years, and served as an elder and president of 

the Board of Trustees in the Presbyterian Church of Liverpool, New York. Since retirement, he had been a member 

of the Encinitas, California, Community Methodist Church.

He was affiliated with the Masonic Lodge in Liverpool and became a charter member of the San Diefuito Lodge 

in 1957.

As a member of both the Syracuse and Ithaca Kiwanis Clubs for forty years, he was instrumental in promoting 

the interest of New York Kiwanians in 4-H Club work. He was president of the Ithaca Kiwanis Club in 1941 and 

served several times as chairman of the agricultural committee.

Following his retirement in 1954, he and his wife Wilma moved to Encinitas, California, where he pursued his 

hobbies of trailer travel, stamp collecting, and gardening.
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