
Frank Oakes Ellenwood

November 10, 1878 — September 7, 1947

Frank Oakes Ellenwood, John Edson Sweet Professor of Engineering and head of the Department of Heat-Power 

Engineering in the Sibley School of Mechanical Engineering, died in Rochester, New York, on September 7, 1947, 

after a short illness. 

Professor Ellenwood was born in Little Hocking, Ohio, on November 10, 1878. He was educated in the public 

schools of Ohio and in the Academy of Marietta; in 1904 he received the degree of A.B. (in Mechanical Engineering) 

from Stanford University and in 1922 he received the degree of Mechanical Engineer from the same institution. 

He came to Cornell University in 1911 as an assistant professor of heat-power engineering after serving as an 

instructor of mechanical engineering at Stanford from 1908 to 1911. In 1915 he was made Professor of Heat-Power 

Engineering; in 1940 he was made head of that department, and in 1941 he was appointed John Edson Sweet 

Professor of Engineering. 

In addition to employment in other industries, Professor Ellenwood had served as consultant for The Detroit 

Edison Company and the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company. During World War I, he was head of the engine 

department of the U. S. Army School of Military Aeronautics at Cornell University. 

Professor Ellenwood was very active in honorary societies at Cornell and was a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Sigma 

Xi, Tau Beta Pi, Atmos, and Triangle. He had been president of the Cornell Chapters of Sigma Xi and Phi Kappa 

Phi. Instrumental in the admission of the C.E.M. Club to the national fraternity of Triangle, Professor Ellenwood 

was received as one of the first honorary members of the Cornell Chapter of Triangle in 1947. He was also a 

member of professional societies including the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the American Society 

of Refrigerating Engineers, and the American Society for Engineering Education. 

Author of numerous articles on thermodynamics, steam power plants, and internal combustion engines, Professor 

Ellenwood was co-author of the three-volume text “Heat-Power Engineering” and of “Thermodynamic Charts.” 

These books have had an extremely widespread use in schools of engineering throughout the world. Through 

his membership on committees of the professional societies, his contributions to periodicals, and his inspiring 

teaching, Professor Ellenwood had a large influence on the content of courses in his field and on the methods used 

in teaching such courses not only at Cornell University but at many other colleges. He maintained high standards 

and demanded clear thinking and accuracy of statement on the part of his students; rigorous in these respects, he 
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was well liked and greatly respected by all. An indefatigable worker, he sought constantly to improve his courses 

and to add to scientific knowledge. 

Professor Ellenwood had broad interests. An outstanding track performer at Stanford, Professor Ellenwood was 

keenly interested in athletics. He was an enthusiastic golfer and bowler. Above all, however, his students and his 

colleagues will remember him as a patient, thorough, and inspiring teacher, a wise counselor, and a kind friend. 

W. J. King, C. O. Mackey, C. L. Walker

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




