
George Louis Coleman

December 27, 1872 — March 21, 1946

George Louis Coleman, Assistant Professor of Music, Emeritus, died on March 21, 1946 at his home in Johnson 

City, Tennessee. For a half century he had been a central figure in the musical life of the Cornell campus and 

community.

Mr. Coleman was born in Titusville, Pennsylvania on December 17, 1872. During his youth he learned to play 

several instruments, and was a member of the orchestra and band which his father conducted. On coming to 

Cornell as a freshman in the fall of 1891, he became active in the campus musical groups and was able to finance 

his education by playing in theatre and dance orchestras. He received the B. S. degree in Architecture in 1895, 

thereafter devoting part of his time to the designing and building of houses. Music regained his chief interest, 

however, and in 1901 he became director of the Banjo and Mandolin Clubs. Two years later, he became director 

of the University Orchestra. His first official appointment by the Board of Trustees occurred in 1919 on his return 

from two years of service with the A.E. F.; at that time he was made Leader of the Cadet Band and Instructor of 

Music. He continued these varied activities until the spring of 1941, when he was given the unique recognition of 

being elected Assistant Professor of Music, Emeritus.

Throughout this long period of continuous work, Mr. Coleman brought about a striking evolution in the 

organizations for which he was responsible. The old Banjo and Mandolin Clubs became a salon orchestra with 

an extensive and varied repertoire. The University Orchestra attained complete symphonic instrumentation, and 

presented, in the annual Farm and Home Week, Hinckley foundation and other concerts, a large amount of the 

finest type of symphonic literature. The scope of the band work was enlarged greatly, the “Ten-Square” band being 

brought to a state of high development and being supplemented by an equally large cadet band of less experienced 

players.

Such expansion in the scope of activities and such development of standards normally involves external stimuli 

such as academic credits or scholarships or the availability of a group of professional music students. It is significant 

that Mr. Coleman worked without things of this sort, that he based his entire program on the power which music-

making can have on the individual.

Mr. Coleman gave constant and close attention to the integrating of the work and of the personnel of the 

instrumental ensembles. His chief concern always was the welfare and the development of the individual student. 
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He gave endless hours to coaching them singly and in small groups. He interested himself actively in the solution 

of their personal problems. To literally hundreds of them he was the trusted guide, the constant advisor, the 

intimate and beloved friend. And with literally hundreds of them he maintained a close relationship long after they 

had left the campus.

The nature of Mr. Coleman’s duties brought him into close working contact with an unusually large number of 

people in the University community—the Department of Music, the Department of Military Science and Tactics, 

the Athletic Association, the Musical Clubs Council. With his colleagues in these and other groups he always 

cooperated whole-heartedly. He radiated a simple kindliness which appealed to all with whom he came in contact. 

He combined gentleness and modesty with determined and energetic industry. No task was too small for careful 

attention, and no task was too large, too complex, for successful solution.

On his retirement Mr. Coleman went to Florida to live. But the war emergency soon called him back to duty, and 

from 1942 on, he directed the instrumental groups at Eastern Tennessee State College and in the Boone’s Creek 

Schools, and also directed the music in the Methodist Church in Johnson City. His sudden death came as he and 

his countless friends would have wished, when he was still giving himself for the enrichment of the lives of others.

W. A. Hurwitz, P. R. Pope, P. J. Weaver
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