
Earl Alvah Flansburgh

September 6, 1891 — August 30, 1943

Earl Alvah Flansburg, Professor in the Extension Service of the College of Agriculture and County Agricultural 

Agent Leader, died suddenly on August 30, 1943. His death was another “casualty of the war,” being directly 

attributable to the greatly increased duties which he had so willingly assumed as his personal contribution to 

aiding farm people in their war efforts.

Professor Flansburgh was born at North Easton, in Washington County, New York, and grew up on a farm in that 

county. He was graduated from the College of Agriculture at Cornell in 1915 and then taught vocational agriculture 

at Castile, New York, in 1916 and 1917. He entered agricultural extension work in 1917 when he became the first 

County Agricultural Agent of Strafford County, New Hampshire. In 1918 he returned to New York State as County 

Agricultural Agent in Livingston County and in 1921 came to Cornell as Assistant County Agent Leader. He was 

appointed County Agent Leader in 1912, which position he held at the time of his death.

Earl Flansburgh devoted his life to the improvement of agriculture and farm life in New York. He was a pioneer 

in the development of agricultural extension work. His keen appreciation of the value of careful research and 

sound teaching methods, coupled with the close contact which he always maintained with farm people made him 

admirably adapted to the job of supervising agricultural extension programs. His practical knowledge of agriculture 

and his understanding of farm people and their problems enabled him to lay sound democratic foundations for 

agricultural extension work in New York State. Both as a County Agricultural Agent and as a supervisor of county 

agent work he urged that the major leadership and the determination of policies in extension work should rest 

within the communities and with farmers themselves.

He was a kindly person who took sincere pleasure in being helpful to others. For him, his job was an opportunity 

to express a strong desire to be of real service. This led him to seek guidance in careful study not only along 

agricultural lines, but also in the field of human relationships. His success as an agricultural teacher and leader was 

built on his genuine interest in human welfare, his intimate knowledge and close association with the problems of 

farm people, and his willingness to study and strive for an understanding of both agricultural subject matter and 

human behavior. He thus came to be more than usually helpful to those he served in ways quite apart from the 

technical problems with which he dealt officially.
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The health and happiness of the large group of County Agricultural Agents whose work he supervised were 

as important to him as the successful handling of their official duties. With the increased mental and physical 

strain put upon extension workers by war conditions, he sought to protect his fellow workers by carrying an ever 

increasing load himself and did this right up to the time of his death.

In the death of Professor Flansburgh, the faculty of Cornell University and the farm people of New York lost an 

excellent teacher and a most valued friend. In the years he served he not only built a monument to the memory of 

his own contributions and accomplishments but, what is of far greater importance, he established in the hearts and 

minds of many others that desire and ability to be of service for which his own life will be remembered.
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