
Gene Armour Welch

May 18, 1930 — December 11, 1969

Gene Armour Welch was born in Parkersburg, West Virginia, on May 18, 1930, and was brought up in the small 

town of Belpre, Ohio, as an only son. While in high school he was active in athletics, especially basketball. He was 

also an active participant in Boy Scout programs, rising to the rank of Eagle Scout. This interest in scouting was 

carried over into later years, when he served as an active member of the executive board of the Tiotomca area. His 

activity in providing medical coverage for area activities of the Boy Scouts will be remembered with appreciation.

Dr. Welch continued his education at Marietta College in Marietta, Ohio, where he received the A.B. degree 

in 1950. He later attended McGill University in Montreal, where he studied medicine and was graduated with 

distinction. He was honored by election as senior class president, McGill University Faculty of Medicine, and as 

president of the Osier Society. Following graduation he served an internship at the Cincinnati General Hospital.

At the completion of his training Dr. Welch served for two years (August 1957 to August 1959) as an officer in the 

U. S. Air Force, stationed in Turkey. He left the service in 1959 with the rank of captain, U.S.A.F.(M.C).

Following his discharge from the service, Dr. Welch came to Ithaca and entered the general practice of medicine in 

1959. He continued his private practice until 1962, at which time he joined the staff of the Cornell University Health 

Services. He will be remembered by his colleagues as a dedicated physician, devoted to the welfare of his patients. 

He will be remembered by Cornell students as an understanding doctor and friend. He will be remembered by the 

hockey players as an enthusiastic backer and team doctor.

Gene Welch was far more than a conscientious physician, however. He had an inquiring mind and was interested 

in many fields in addition to medicine. He loved good music and would listen to his favorite symphonies for hours. 

He had an excellent ear for music and memory for dominant themes. He delighted in talking with his friends in 

the Music Department.

His musical ear was also a help to him in identifying bird songs and sounds. He had an interest in ornithology 

and was frequently seen taking his eldest son on the weekly bird walks at Stewart Park. He was a concerned and 

devoted father.

Dr. Welch was also an ardent student of history and an avid reader. He particularly enjoyed reading about the period 

of the Civil War and he delighted in telling small anecdotes about the various leaders. This interest in history tied 



in with various other fields—he knew much about railroading in this country. We can recall a pleasant summer 

afternoon listening to a record on his stereophonic system entitled, “The Sounds of Steam.” These fading, soon-to-

be-forgotten sounds brought back memories from childhood—the sounds of mighty locomotives switching back 

and forth, or rushing along the rails, or emitting a lonely whistle in the night.

His friends will remember Gene Welch as a good friend and delightful companion. He had a gift for gay, light-

hearted conversation. At the same time he was an interested, helpful friend. He was a good listener and had a very 

sincere feeling for the emotional state of others. His empathy for the feelings of young people rendered his services 

in the medical clinic invaluable.
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