
Charles S. Levy

August 15, 1931 — November 5, 1998

Charles S. Levy died unexpectedly at the Cayuga Medical Center in Ithaca on November 5, 1998, following heart 

surgery. He was born on August 15, 1931, in New York City.

Charles was Valedictorian of his class at Hamilton College, from which he received the A.B. degree with high honors 

in English and Classics in 1953. As an undergraduate, he excelled in mathematics as well as the humanities, and 

following scientific study at M.I.T., served as meteorologist in the U.S. Air Force. He studied at Oxford University 

as a Fulbright Fellow from 1957-59 and then at Cornell, where he earned the Ph.D. degree in English in 1962. He 

was Assistant Professor of English at the University of Minnesota from 1962-67, when he returned to Cornell as 

Associate Professor. He became Professor of English in 1975. Having been inducted into Phi Beta Kappa in 1952, 

he later served as member and chair of that organization’s selection committee. He also held a fellowship from the 

American Council of Learned Societies. He was a member of the Modern Language Association, the American 

Philological Association, and the Renaissance Society of America. An active member of the American Association 

of University Professors throughout his career, he served a term as chairman of its Cornell chapter.

Professor Levy was recognized as a leading authority on the life and times of Sir Philip Sidney, Elizabethan 

England’s premier courtier and man of letters, whose correspondence he was editing for the Oxford University 

Press at the time of his death. The project involved the transcription, translation, and annotation of hundreds 

of printed and manuscript letters, both from and to Sidney, scattered in dozens of repositories in Europe and 

North America. Few scholars of our time possessed the prodigious philological learning required for such a vast 

and complex undertaking. The Oxford University Press has agreed to sustain the project under the direction 

of Professor Victor Skretkowicz, former Fellow of Cornell’s Society for the Humanities, who has been granted 

custody of Professor Levy’s papers by his widow.

Professor Levy was among the most dedicated members of Cornell’s College of Arts and Sciences and Department 

of English, serving on numerous committees over the years, where his sure command of parliamentary procedure 

was frequently put to good use, and as Director of Graduate Studies in English from 1968-71. From 1968-70, he 

participated in the Hampton-Cornell Cooperative teaching program.

At Cornell, he taught Shakespeare and other major literary figures of the English Renaissance to students at all levels, 

from freshmen to Ph.D. candidates, as well as advanced courses in the English sonnet tradition and in expository 
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writing. He was known as a demanding but highly organized, scrupulously fair, and utterly conscientious teacher. 

While he never courted popularity, he inspired strong loyalty from more discerning students. As Brandon Bigelow 

(‘94) put it in his letter to the editor of The Cornell Daily Sun, both as classroom teacher and academic advisor, 

Professor Levy was

“a mentor and a friend. Beneath the formal demeanor lay the heart of a man deeply committed to his students. His advice was 

always thoughtful and well received, and extended far beyond my undergraduate years at Cornell…I was not the only one; he 

maintained contact with many of his advisees, and all of us benefited from his continued interest and help.”

As a scholar, Professor Levy was not only demanding but exacting. For him, “close enough” was never good 

enough: his motto was “let’s get it right.” A tireless advocate for academic causes in which he believed, he was also, 

when necessary, a tenacious as well as an eloquent disputant, especially in defense of traditional humanistic values.

Charles is survived by his wife of 42 years, Andrée Grandjean Levy, who was instrumental in developing his deep 

and abiding love of France, the French people, and French culture. Other survivors include his two daughters, 

Marian Wilson and Claudia Manganello; his sister, Ann Lathrop; his stepmother, Dr. Ernestine Friedl Harmel; 

and his four grandchildren, Blake and Sean Wilson, Isabella and Cecilia Manganello.
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