
Albert Edward Wells

December 18, 1870 — May 12, 1954

Albert Edward Wells, Sibley Professor of Mechanic Arts, passed away in Ithaca Memorial Hospital, May 12, 1954, 

after some months of declining health. He was born in Sherbrooke, Canada, of American parents on December 

18, 1870.

His formal education was received at Sherbrooke. Early in his teens he began his industrial career. His wide 

experience and keen interest in the processing of materials resulted eventually in his employment as Superintendent 

of the Switchboard Department of the Stanley Electric and Manufacturing Company Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

While there he invented a high-voltage, non-arcing switch. It was also there he came to know Dexter S. Kimball 

Sr. who was Works Manager of the Company. When Kimball left the Company in 1904 to become Professor 

of Machine Design at Sibley College, Cornell University, Mr. Wells came with him to be Foreman of the Sibley 

Machine Shop. From 1905 to 1912 he was Superintendent of all the shops of Sibley College. In 1912 he was made 

Assistant Professor of Machine Construction. This date coincides with the dedication of Rand Hall which was to 

house the laboratories for Machine Tool and Pattern Work instruction. In 1916 he became Professor of Machine 

Construction, and in 1920 he was awarded the Sibley Professorship of Mechanic Arts. This post he held until his 

retirement in 1939.

During his tenure at Sibley College, Professor Wells was very active in planning exercises and courses of 

instruction for the students in the Pattern, Forge, Foundry, and Machine Shops. This work resulted in a very 

considerable improvement in the courses for which he will long be remembered. His judgment as to the content 

and real purpose of the courses was always sound. Besides giving the courses in the processing of materials, he 

gave an elective course of lectures on Saftey Engineering. He was also responsible for developing much laboratory 

equipment. An outstanding project was the development and manufacture of the first pieces of apparatus for the 

testing of foundry sands. This work was in collaboration with Dr. Heinrich Ries of the Department of Geology.

Two World Wars were fought while Professor Wells was connected with the University. In both wars he worked 

diligently to train personnel in the specialized techniques of materials processing.

Professor Wells was a Mason and an active member of the Episcopal Church. He was active also in civic affairs 

and instrumental in the development of the East Lawn Cemetery tract. His mechanical ingenuity was expended 

in many ways. The Reconstruction Home benefited often from his unique devices that improved the therapeutic 
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treatments of the patients. Professor Wells originated a series of charts and a system of folding Red Cross bandages 

that greatly increased the quantity and quality of production. He was an avid gardener, taking great pride in his 

vegetable and floral layouts, which adjoined the lower entrance to Cascadilla Gorge.

He is survived by his wife Lillian Stevens Wells of Ithaca and a daughter Mrs. Mary Wells Wilson of Newfield. His 

many friends and former students regret his passing and will remember him as a friendly, helpful, and admirable 

man who contributed significantly to the upbuilding of Sibley College.

C. D. Albert, W. C. Andrae, R. L. Geer
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