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Upon the death of George Prentice Bristol, Professor of Greek, Emeritus, the members of the University Faculty 

mourn a beloved colleague. His worth as a man, his long career as scholar and executive, his fortitude, in secluding 

and hopeless illness, all enhance our sense of personal loss. 

As a teacher he was noteworthy for lively knowledge of the Greek language and civilization, for thoroughness and 

frankness in the classroom, but not less for human sympathy. His interest in his students was not obscured by 

interest in their studies.

As an executive, Registrar, Director of the Summer Session, Chairman of the Committee on the Relations of the 

University to Secondary Schools, President of the New York State Teachers Retirement Board, and in many minor 

posts, he was courteous, punctual, and untiring. His attention to business, his judgment of measures and men, his 

devotion not merely to his chosen subject but to the University as a whole, all these made him a man deserving 

well of our academic commonwealth. His memory is sweet.

Source: Faculty Records, p. 1507 Adopted by the Trustees and Faculty of Cornell Univ., June, Nineteen Hundred 
And Twenty-Seven

RETIREMENT STATEMENT

The Committee (Professors H. L. Jones, chairman, and R. M. Ogden) appointed to draft resolutions upon the 

retirement of Professor Bristol submitted the following report, which was adopted by rising vote:

“At the end of the present academic year George Prentiss Bristol, Professor of Greek in Cornell University, retires 

from active service. In recognition of his long and useful career as teacher and executive, and of his worth as man 

and scholar, we the members of the University Faculty desire to place on record this testimonial of appreciation.

Already an experienced teacher, he joined the Faculty of this University in the year 1888, and ten years later was 

promoted to a full professorship. As a teacher he is noted, not only for his ripe and ready knowledge of the Greek 

language and civilization, and for the thoroughness and directness of his instruction, but also for his sympathetic 

and inspiring personality.
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The authorities of the University, early seeing in him executive ability of a high order, chose him for additional 

responsibilities in which he has served the institution with rare skill and efficiency. The growth of the Summer 

Session of which he was long the Director, (1906-1918), and the high standards which he maintained, constitute a 

distinct and permanent tribute to his vision and sound judgment. Later on, in addition to his duties as Professor of 

Greek and as Director of the Summer Session, he was appointed Director of the School of Education (1910-1916), 

Chairman of the Bureau of Recommendations, Chairman of the Committee on Relations to Secondary Schools, 

while he has also served as chairman of many other important committees. By reason of his many-sided contacts 

with Faculty and students, and with teachers and school authorities, he has established most happy relations, not 

only between members of the University community itself, but also between the University and the secondary 

schools from which our students are drawn.

But despite the heavy load of administrative duties, he has ever remained a true Hellenist, distinguished philologist 

and devoted teacher, and in these capacities has won the respect and admiration of all. He has edited an excellent 

text-book, entitled Selected Orations of Lysias, and has published, in collaboration with our lamented colleague, 

Charles Edwin Bennett, a most useful work on the Teaching of Greek and Latin in Secondary Schools; and since 

1891 has been one of the editors of the Cornell Studies in Classical Philology.

His helpfulness, his courtesy, his frankness, his punctuality, his close attention to business, his keen insight into 

measures and men, his breadth of view, and his loyalty to the University as a whole, will long be remembered 

by students and teachers alike. And now, upon his withdrawal from active service in the University, we, his 

colleagues, tender him our assurances of affection, and express the hope that he may continue to dwell in these 

college precincts, to brighten them with his familiar face and figure.”

Source: Records p. 1212, May 11, 1921. Adopted by the Board of Trustees, June 4, 1921.
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