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August 26, 1916 — July 30, 1995

Professor Elizabeth Wiegand was a lifelong Cornellian. After her high school education at Cascadilla Preparatory 

School, Ithaca, and Westtown School, Westtown, Pennsylvania, Betsy enrolled at Cornell in the College of Home 

Economics. Her curriculum included a semester of study at the prestigious Merrill Palmer School in Detroit. She 

graduated Class of 1938, worked several years as a Home Demonstration Agent in county extension programs 

in New York State, and returned to Cornell for graduate work in Economics of the Household and Household 

Management, receiving her Master’s degree (1949) and Ph.D. degree (1953). Her doctoral dissertation on the use of 

time by New York State homemakers provided not only descriptive data but the basis for quantifying their work 

contributions with current data.

Professor Wiegand’s career was primarily dedicated to extension, although she was involved in teaching and 

research at Michigan State University for three years following completion of her Ph.D. degree. Upon her return 

to Cornell, she moved through the ranks of Assistant Professor (1957) to Professor (1964) as an extension specialist 

in family economics and home management. She was named Professor Emerita in 1981.

Professor Wiegand’s professional career focused on serving the needs of people—from her early work as an 

Extension Agent in Cayuga County to her work as a specialist in economic problems of families. Betsy was 

dedicated to the Extension philosophy of helping people help themselves. She prepared educational materials, 

taught county Extension agents and lay leaders, and provided them with information and tools that families could 

readily use in planning and conducting their business affairs. For example, she and Professor C. Arthur Bratton in 

Agricultural Economics, collaborated on the preparation of the Cornell publication, “Do You Know Your Valuable 

Papers.” It has been used by New York State families for more than forty years and is still in use.

Betsy’s work was always carefully and thoroughly done. She was meticulous about details and accuracy. One of 

her guiding principles was to make material as simple as possible, easily understood, and generally useful. She was 

skilled in interpreting economic research findings and translating research results into forms that could be used 

by the general public.

Betsy had a quiet sense of humor and always enjoyed a good joke. She set her priorities and was focused in working 

toward her goals. She was thorough in developing ideas and had a strong determination for seeing them through. 

Although her colleagues considered her single-minded, she thought through a problem and would come to a 
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conclusion based on facts. She perplexed others by rarely revealing how she arrived at her conclusions. Throughout 

her professional career, Professor Wiegand was active in the American Home Economics Association. She was 

elected to the Home Economics honor society, Omicron Nu, and to the Extension honor society, Epsilon Sigma 

Phi. From the latter she received an award for excellence in her work in Cornell Cooperative Extension.

Betsy developed a great loyalty to Cornell and a life-long interest in trees, shrubs, flowers, birds, animals, 

conservation and ecology from her parents, Professor Karl McKay Wiegand and Maude Cipperly Wiegand, both 

botanists and Cornellians, and their next door neighbors and friends, Professor Albert H. Wright and Anna Allen 

Wright. After her retirement, Betsy continued to live in the Wiegand home and delighted in caring for the grounds 

and gardens.

Service to others was a basic part of her personal life as well as her career. After retirement, she participated in 

FISH (Friends In Service Here), a volunteer organization to provide transportation for those who needed it. She 

served as FISH treasurer for many years. She also was active in Nature Conservancy and enjoyed Monday night 

seminars at the Laboratory of Ornithology.

A private person, few colleagues knew much about her family and how she cared for various members. For many 

years, Betsy researched her genealogy, carefully documenting facts and organizing materials. Betsy is survived by 

two sisters, Anna Mae Van Deman Bacon and Catherine Van Deman Eastman; and several nieces and nephews 

and their children. She was predeceased by three brothers and a sister.

Betsy’s loyalty to Cornell was exemplified by her bequest to the College of Human Ecology to be divided among 

three scholarship funds. In discussing her interest in a bequest, she indicated no need to have her name attached 

to the funds, but a desire to honor her mentors, Helen Canon, Mabel Rollins, and Jean Warren.

C. Arthur Bratton, Rose E. Steidl, Francille M. Firebaugh
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