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November 10, 1883 — October 20, 1918

The Faculty of Cornell University mourn the sudden death while in the United States service in France of Captain 

Adelbert Philo Mills.  The circumstances of his death, arising directly from eager, unremitting, and unselfish 

devotion to duty to his country, is largely typical of his previous devotion to the welfare of the University. After 

hard training periods at Camp Lee and Camp Oglethorpe, Captain Mills overworked himself seriously in the 

preparation of his regiment for embarkation. His hope for ample rest on the sea voyage was not realized, for the 

influenza epidemic struck down nearly all of the officers on the transport, Captain Mills being one of only four 

officers capable of service on the ship. Weakened by the long strain of doubled hours and duties, he fell an easy 

victim to meningitis from which on October 20, only about a week after his arrival in France, he died at Brest.

Captain Mills was born November 10, 1883, graduated from the University of Michigan in 1906 as Bachelor of 

Science in engineering, and in 1909 as Master of Science. In 1909 he was appointed Acting Assistant Professor, and 

in 1910 Assistant Professor of Materials in the College of Civil Engineering, Cornell University. During the years 

of his service in this university he reorganized successfully the elementary and advanced courses in Materials of 

Construction and Engineering Laboratory in his college. With a keen mind and the will to work tirelessly to the 

accomplishment of thoroughness, he made a place for himself by productive scholarship and high standards of 

performance for his students.

As a consulting engineer, he carried out a number of technical researches, important both for the improvement 

of industrial manufacturing processes and for the advancement of engineering knowledge. In some investigations 

made by him he cooperated with committees of the American Society of Testing Materials. His work as a teacher 

was marked by the production of a 700-page book on Materials of Construction, published in 1915 and now 

extensively adopted as a college textbook and as a reference book by practicing engineers. In discussing educational 

policies, he stood uncompromisingly for a broad study of fundamental subjects rather than for high specialization 

in their application, as the training best fitted to prepare engineering undergraduates for their professional career.

In his death the University and the College of Civil Engineering especially suffer a serious loss.

Source: Fac. Rec. 1029 Adopted By The Faculty of Cornell University on The Eighth Day of January, Nineteen 
Hundred And Nineteen.
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