
George Albert Schaefers

March 19, 1929 — March 28, 2001

Professor Emeritus George Schaefers died at his winter home in Sarasota, Florida after a brief struggle with cancer. 

He is survived by his daughters, Lynn and Gwen; son, Richard; as well as four grandchildren; two sons-in-law; and 

a daughter-in-law. George’s wife, Kathryn, died in June 2001. Together they created a home that was remarkable. 

They had a knack for welcoming colleagues, students and friends in a manner that mingled both the joys and 

responsibilities of rearing families with providing a social environment that was alive with discussions of an 

amazing array of local and international community issues.

George Schaefers grew up in Erie, Pennsylvania. He attended El Camino Junior College in Los Angeles, California 

for two years, joined the U.S. Naval Reserves at Long Beach, California from 1950-52, and then entered the University 

of California, Berkeley for a B.S. degree in 1955 and a Ph.D. degree in 1958 in Entomology. He immediately joined 

the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station at Geneva as an Assistant Professor and began his 35-year 

career at Cornell University. He was Chairman of the Entomology-Geneva Department for eight years (1983-91) 

during which time he was instrumental in maintaining the international reputation of the department as six of 

the twelve faculty positions were refilled.

Schaefers established himself as an expert on aphid biology, including aphid transmission of plant diseases. He and 

his students expanded their research interests to include work on other pest species of small fruits, such as mites, 

tarnished plant bug, leafhoppers, and leafrollers. He was recognized nationally for his studies in the laboratory 

in which he electronically recorded aphid feeding and salivation as a means of studying the details of aphid 

feeding behavior in relation to host selection and the transmission of plant viruses; as well as of understanding the 

mechanisms underlying resistance of selected crop varieties to aphid pests.

George’s interest in the field of international agriculture began to broaden in the mid-1970s. He went on a sabbatical 

leave in 1974 for a year to work at the Nigerian International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, where he conducted 

research on aphid transmission of sweet potato viruses. While at IITA, he became fascinated by the challenges and 

opportunities of working in international agriculture. His work with international agricultural organizations, such 

as the Consortium for International Crop Protection (CICP) and AID, took him to such countries as Puerto Rico, 

Nigeria, Colombia, Zaire, Tunisia, and Senegal. After stepping down as chair of the department in Geneva, he was 
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awarded a one-year Rockefeller Foundation Environmental Research Fellowship in International Agriculture. He 

went to sub-Saharan East Africa and studied traditional crop protection among small farmers.

His most recent assignment had been with CICP where he served as its director from 1993 to the end of 1998. 

He worked closely with CICP for almost 20 years before becoming its director. During that period, he made 

frequent trips abroad, especially to developing countries to assist them in developing reasonable and responsible 

crop protection programs against insects and diseases. As director, he was effective in securing funding to sustain 

CICP through a critical period and was instrumental in planning and coordinating an international workshop to 

facilitate the development of a network for IPM in Africa.

George’s interest in serving his local community was expressed by over twenty years of service as a member of 

Geneva Rotary Club of Rotary International, by his membership and work in the Trinity Church, and as a Board 

of Directors member of the United Cerebral Palsy Happiness House.
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