
Charles Osborn Mackey

October 8, 1903 — April 7, 1965 

The passing of Charles Osborn Mackey, the John Edson Sweet Professor of Engineering, removed from the Cornell 

campus a teacher, scholar, and administrator who had devoted a lifetime to Cornell. 

Born in Ithaca October 8, 1903, Professor Mackey received his early education in the Ithaca public schools. He 

received the M.E. degree from the Sibley School of Mechanical Engineering in 1926, where he played the unusual 

dual role of student and undergraduate instructor from 1924 to 1926 in Experimental Engineering. He continued 

in Sibley as an instructor after graduation, and his later promotions in the Department of Heat Power Engineering 

were: Assistant Professor, 1929; Professor, 1936; John Edson Sweet Professor, 1953. He served as head of the 

Mechanical Laboratory from 1942 to 1947, and of Heat Power and later Thermal Engineering from 1947 to 1962. 

His honors included Sigma Xi, Tau Beta Pi, Phi Kappa Phi, and Pi Tau Sigma. He had been a member of the Statler 

Club, the Ithaca Yacht Club, and the Zodiac fraternity. 

Professor Mackey was a member of several professional societies including the American Society for Engineering 

Education and the American Society for Heating, Refrigeration, and Air-Conditioning Engineering, serving some 

as an officer or chairman. In 1961 he became an ASHRAE fellow and received its distinguished service award 

in 1963. A few days prior to his death it was announced that Professor Mackey had received the E. K. Campbell 

Award of Merit from that society. 

A licensed professional engineer, he was very much interested in professional engineering and served as a 

consultant to many well-known commercial firms. He also contributed to engineering literature in the form 

of many papers and bulletins, and was the author or coauthor of four books in the field of theoretical and 

engineering thermodynamics: Graphical Solutions, Air Conditioning Principles, Engineering Thermodynamics, 

and Thermodynamic Charts. 

His main interest in thermal engineering was air conditioning, in which he was associated with the late Willis 

H. Carrier. Early in his career he spent a summer with Carrier, living in his house and becoming thoroughly 

acquainted not only with the technology of a new development, but also with the thinking of a pioneer in the field. 

It was this experience that led to his subsequent study and contributions in air conditioning, and to his recognition 

by the ASHRAE for distinguished achievement. 
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Professor Mackey was very much interested in University affairs and was very active on committees, including the 

University Policy Committee and the Committee on Tenure and Efficiency. He was a member of the College Policy 

Committee at the time of his death. He was also much interested in students and student affairs. As a youth he was 

an outstanding school baseball player and continued his interest in sports in later years, serving for many years 

as faculty adviser for crew. He was a lucid and articulate lecturer and was greatly respected by two generations of 

students for his knowledge and experience as a teacher of engineering. 

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Lucy Howell Mackey, and his mother, Mrs. Grace Osborn Mackey. 

Those of us who knew “Ob” Mackey intimately recall his great loyalty and interest in Cornell; remember him as a 

congenial companion with many interests and hobbies, including golf, boating, and fishing; and recollect earlier 

days of student-faculty relations through the old Atmos Society. He will be greatly missed by all. 

J. O. Jeffrey, D. G. Shepherd, J. R. Moynihan
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