
Emory Nelson Ferriss

July 17, 1882 — January 8, 1946

Emory Nelson Ferriss, a member of the faculty in Rural Education since 1919, passed away at the Tompkins 

County Memorial Hospital in Ithaca on January 8, 1946.

Professor Ferriss was born in Toledo, Iowa on July 17, 1882. He was educated in the public schools of Toledo and 

in 1904 received the Ph. B. degree from Coe College in that State. The State University of Iowa awarded him an A. 

M. degree in 1906. During the year 1907-1908 he was a Fellow at the State University of Iowa and received a Ph. D. 

degree from that institution in 1908 with a major in modern languages. He did further graduate work in Education 

at the University of Chicago in 1911 and at Columbia University in 1916-1917.

He was principal of the high school at Pocatello, Idaho during 1906-1907 and from 1908-1911; instructor in 

English at the University of Illinois during 1911-1912; head of the Department of English, Broadway High 

School, Seattle, Washington, 1911-1916. In 19I7 he became an assistant professor of Education at the University 

of Oklahoma, resigning from there in the Fall of 1919 to accept an assistant professorship in Rural Education at 

Cornell University. In 1925 he was promoted to a professorship. At various times he served on the summer session 

faculties of the Mississippi State College and of the Universities of Washington, Virginia, and Chicago.

He was a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a member of the National 

Commission on Research in Secondary Education, the American Academy of Political and Social Science, the 

National Society for the Study of Education, and the National Association of Secondary School Principals.

He was a member of three honorary societies—Phi Delta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, and Kappa Phi Kappa. He was 

a former vice-president of the Department of Rural Education of the National Education Association, and had 

served as Chairman of the National Committee on Small High Schools and as a member of the executive committee 

of the National Committee on Research in Secondary Education. He was past president of the New York State 

Educational Research Association and had charge of a study of the small high school in the New York State Rural 

School Survey of 1920.

While not a prolific writer, his publications have exerted wide influence. His Secondary Education in Country 

and Village, published in 1917, is generally considered to be the standard work in that field. He was co-author of 

Smaller Secondary Schools which is Monograph No. 6 of the National Survey of Secondary Education. This study 
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was the first comprehensive survey of secondary education on the national level and from it has stemmed many of 

the reforms in that field during the last decade. He contributed to various periodicals including Education, School 

Review, and Junior-Senior High School.

Professor Ferriss’ broad preparation gave him an interest in and an understanding of many phases of education. He 

read widely in several languages and was thus able to follow closely educational developments in various countries. 

This, on a trip around the world in 1934-1935 he was prepared to appraise with understanding, school conditions 

in France, Italy, India, and China.

Professor Ferriss was one of the really beloved men on the Cornell University Faculty. His students held him in 

high esteem as teacher, counselor, and friend. His kindliness and his fair-mindedness endeared him to all who 

had the privilege of associating with him. When his determination and his sense of responsibility to his students 

led him, despite his growing physical infirmities, to continue his teaching almost to the very end, there was no 

lessening of his cheerfulness, thoughtfulness, and desire to serve. His colleagues in the School of Education and the 

Department of Rural Education had high regard for his judgment and for the quality of his idealism. Among his 

professional associates in the United States, he was recognized as one of a very small group of outstanding men in 

secondary education and was commonly considered to be the leader in the rural phases of that field.

Julian Butterworth, R. C. Gibbs, R. M. Stewart
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