
Louis A. Toth

January 14, 1893 — July 28, 1977

Louis Toth, professor emeritus, taught hotel accounting in the School of Hotel Administration for thirty-four 

years, from 1924 to 1958. He died in Florida at the age of eighty-four.

He was born on January 14, 1893, in the village of Nagyszalonta, Hungary, and graduated from the School of 

Economics of the University of Budapest, where he prepared for a career in foreign commerce and consular service. 

Shortly after graduation he came to this country and continued his studies at New York University and Columbia 

University in New York City, majoring in accounting.

After service in the U.S. Army he joined the firm of Horwath and Horwath, certified public accountants nationally 

recognized as specialists in hotel accounting. In 1925 he sat for the professional licensing examinations given by 

the American Institute of Accounting, which he passed with honors, and received the Elijah Watt Sells Scholarship 

Prize for having received the highest mark of any candidate participating in the examinations. Subsequently, he 

was licensed as certified public accountant in twelve states, including New York. He was admitted as general 

partner of Horwath and Horwath in 1926.

In 1924, at the request of Professor H. B. Meek, director of the School of Hotel Administration, to Horwath and 

Horwath, Toth commenced a distinguished career in teaching courses in hotel accounting. In the succeeding 

twenty-seven years until 1951, Toth commuted between New York City and Ithaca on the Lehigh Valley Railroad 

once a week for a semester each year. He was appointed a full professor in 1951 and made his home in Ithaca until 

his retirement in June 1958.

Toth was a brilliant accountant and a dedicated teacher, beloved by generations of hotel students at Cornell. His 

courses, one on the interpretation of financial statements, the other in advanced accounting, were taken by nearly 

every hotel student during his thirty-four years of teaching at Cornell. His lectures were an admirable combination 

of accounting and auditing theory and practical hotel management, sprinkled with some of the best stories in 

hoteldom.

Toth’s Cornell lectures formed the basic material for the publication of Hotel Accounting, the definitive treatise on 

the subject, published by the Ronald Press.
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Toth was a member of the American Institute of Accounting, the American Accounting Association, the New 

York State Society of Certified Public Accountants, and the Hotel Accountants Association in New York City. He 

took an active part in several revisions of the Uniform System of Accounts for Hotels.

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth, two daughters, and several grandchildren.
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