
Riverda Harding Jordan

April 12, 1873 — September 11, 1950

Riverda Harding Jordan, professor emeritus of education, suffered a fatal heart attack September 11, 1950 in Atlantic 

City while attending a national meeting of the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity. Devoted to his family throughout his 

lifetime, his death was deeply mourned by the surviving members— his mother, Clara Harding Jordan; his wife, 

Mary Vinette Hoover Jordan; and two sons, Richard Hollister Jordan and Hoover Harding Jordan. He had in fact 

broken his annual trip to visit his mother in order to attend the fraternal convention.

Professor Jordan received his A. B. degree at Yale in 1893, and his M. A. from the same institution in 1913. In 

the years between, he engaged in business and teaching, having been successively, after 1897, teacher, director of 

athletics, principal of the Central High School, and director of the Normal Training School in St. Joseph, Missouri. 

In 1911 he was appointed principal of West High School in Minneapolis and in 1917 he entered the University of 

Minnesota as a graduate student and instructor in rhetoric and education. He received the Ph. D. at Minnesota 

in 1919 and was immediately appointed professor of education and chairman of the department at Dartmouth 

College. In 1921 Professor Jordan accepted a call to the Department of Education in the College of Arts and 

Sciences at Cornell.

The years following were busy years, indeed, for he gave full measure of his strength and energy to teaching, 

writing, administrative duties, committee work, and to student advisory responsibilities. He always taught a full 

program of courses both undergraduate and graduate. He attracted many students to education and over the years 

saw them placed in responsible positions. His Summer Session course in school administration was considered 

a sine qua non by generations of graduate students of education. In fact, membership in this course had prestige 

and a status value over and above ordinary academic considerations. His general methods course for seniors, the 

primary source of teacher training in his time, remained a cherished memory in the minds of many who entered 

teaching after graduation.

During the ten-year period, 1924-1934, Professor Jordan was director of the Cornell University Summer Session 

and a member of the National Association of Summer Session Directors, of which he became the secretary in 

1927 and president in 1931. He was active in the Society of College Teachers of Education and was a member 

of its executive committee for three years. He was vice-president of the National Association of Colleges and 

Departments of Education in 1929, and chairman of its executive committee in 1937-38. Professor Jordan was a 
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member of the New York City School Commission, in 1924-25, and the Youngstown, Ohio, Survey in 1932. He was 

a member of the New York State Examination Board from 1926 to 1941.

Professor Jordan contributed to numerous professional periodicals and was a member of the Board of Editors of 

Social Science. He was the author of the following volumes: Nationality and School Progress, 1921; Educational 

Measurement and the Classroom Teacher (with A. R. Gilliland), 1924; Extra-classroom Activities, 1928; Manual 

on how to study, 1929; Junior High School Course of Study, 1930; and Education as a Life Work, 1930. The last title 

summarizes well Professor Jordan’s career, and his sympathetic treatment of the subject reflects very exactly his 

own attitude toward education.

Professor Jordan was a friendly person and sought the association of other people. He belonged to many societies 

and fraternities, among them the following: Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Gamma Delta, Phi Delta Kappa, Kappa Phi 

Kappa, Pi Gamma Mu, Alpha Kappa Delta. Of these he was most active in Phi Delta Kappa which recognized his 

contribution by the award of an honor key; in Kappa Phi Kappa, of which he was a founder, national president, 

1922-1927, and councilor, 1928-1939; and in Phi Gamma Delta. Doubtless the latter captured his interest to the 

greatest extent. He served the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity loyally during his lifetime, encouraging the local 

chapters and the national society to place greater emphasis on scholarship. He was chairman of the national 

scholarship committee of the fraternity from 1926 until his death. At its meeting in Atlantic City the fraternity 

paid their respects to Professor Jordan by endowing a scholarship in his name. He knew of this action prior to his 

death and greatly appreciated the recognition of his efforts to promote scholarship in his fraternity.

Professor Jordan retired from Cornell in 1941 and he and Mrs. Jordan established a new residence at Avon Park, 

Florida; but he did not retire from active participation in human affairs. He held for two years a visiting professorship 

at the University of Tampa and was chairman of a committee on cultural relations sponsored by the Florida Inter-

American Center. Long a member of Rotary International, he was elected president of the Avon Club in 1944-45. 

He was a member of the Board of Directors of the Avon Chamber of Commerce and became a national councilor 

of the United States Chamber of Commerce. So until the close of his life, he continued, characteristically, to add 

new activities and new laurels to the old and familiar tasks which he never quite relinquished.

Seldom does the academic man establish himself so firmly in the ranks of his profession and range so widely in 

associated activities and community affairs as did Professor Jordan. His loss will be deeply felt in many quarters.

M. L. Hulse, C. B. Moore, R. M. Ogden
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