
Myron A. Lee

March 21, 1887 — May 8, 1938

Professor Myron A. Lee died on May 8, 1938, after a brief illness. His untimely death removes one of the pioneer 

minds that have led the progress of the College of Engineering in recent years.

He was born in Auburn, New York, on March 21,1887, and attended the public schools in that city. He graduated 

from Cornell University in 1909 with the degree of mechanical engineer. After employment by the Western Electric 

Company at Hawthorne, Illinois, he returned to Cornell in 1910 as an instructor in Machine Design. He received 

the degree of master of mechanical engineering in 1913. In 1916 he was promoted to an assistant professorship 

in Machine Design. The new course in Industrial Engineering was then being developed and Professor Lee was 

transferred to that work in 1921. In 1924 he was advanced to a professorship in Industrial Engineering and was 

soon made head of the department, and he held that position until his death.

During the summer vacations and sabbatic leaves of absence Professor Lee spent much time in practical work 

with the Mcintosh Seymour Company of Auburn, the General Electric Company, the Thomas-Morse Aircraft 

Corporation of Ithaca, and the Gleason Works at Rochester. For some time he was in charge of standardization 

work at the International Business Machine Corporation in Endicott. He was therefore well informed as to both 

the theory and the practice of his profession and because of this wide knowledge he was an unusually excellent 

teacher.

He was a man of kindly and helpful disposition and his ready smile will be greatly missed. Always willing to 

give unsparingly of his time and effort, he combined sound technical instruction with a common-sense practical 

philosophy which gave the student that extra incentive which only a real teacher can impart. He will be remembered 

with affection by a large number of alumni. He will be missed equally by his colleagues, who always held him in 

high regard.

His publications include three books published by the International Correspondence Schools and used widely as 

textbooks, namely, Motion and Time Study, Motion Economy, and Wage Payments, and many articles contributed 

to the technical and business magazines. He was a member of the Society for the Promotion of Engineering 

Education and of the honorary societies of Sigma Xi, Tau Beta Pi, and Atmos. He was also a past master of 

Hobasco Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, a director of the Young Men’s Christian Association, and a member 

of St. John’s Episcopal Church.
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