
Warren Howard Hook

May 1, 1886 — September 29, 1948

Warren Howard Hook, Associate Professor of Heat Power Engineering, died September 29, 1948, after 35 years of 

service in the Sibley School of Mechanical Engineering.

He was born in Ithaca, May 1, 1886, and received his preparatory school training in the Ithaca High School, 

having graduated from that institution in June 1904. In the fall of that year, he registered in the Sibley School of 

Mechanical Engineering and in June 1908 received the degree of Mechanical Engineer. After spending two years 

in commercial work, he returned to Cornell as an instructor in Experimental Engineering. In the fall of 1917, he 

accepted a position as Assistant Superintendent of maintenance, design, layout and construction of power plants 

with the Cluett Peabody and Company, Troy, New York. In the fall of 1920 he returned to Cornell as an Assistant 

Professor of Heat Power Engineering. He was granted a sabbatical leave of absence in 1927-28, and spent the 

time with the Rochester Gas and Electric Company working on a special problem pertaining to District Steam 

and Power Plant Design. During a second sabbatical leave in 1937-38, he was associated with the Detroit Edison 

Company doing research work on steam turbine operating characteristics. In 1941 he was appointed an Associate 

Professor.

He was a member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and held a Professional Engineer’s license in 

New York State.

Prof. Hook was held in high esteem by his students as a counselor, teacher and friend. To those who had the 

privilege of associating with him, he endeared himself by his kindliness and fairmindedness. Despite failing health 

he continued his teaching almost to the very end. His passing is most keenly felt by his colleagues, fellow associates 

and all who knew him.
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