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November 24, 1904 — October 25, 1955

Kenneth Post was born November 24, 1904 at Lake Odessa, Michigan and died at the height of his career on 

October 25, 1955 at Ithaca, New York. He began his professional training at Michigan State College receiving 

his B.S. in 1927. His Master’s degree followed in 1928 from Iowa State College, and his Doctorate from Cornell 

University in 1937.

Dr. Post’s career as an educator began at Iowa State College where he was an assistant in floriculture from 1927-28. 

In 1928 he returned to Michigan State College where he was the first extension floriculturist in the United States 

to work with commercial florists. He came to Cornell University as an instructor in floriculture in 1930 and was 

promoted to Assistant Professor of Floriculture following the receipt of his doctorate in 1938. He was promoted 

to the position of Associate Professor of Floriculture in 1940 and to Professor of Floriculture in 1946. Dr. Post was 

appointed Head of the Department of Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture in September 1955, a position 

which he held until his death.

The honor societies of Sigma Xi, Phi Kappa Phi, Alpha Zeta and Pi Alpha Xi elected Dr. Post to membership. In the 

professional societies he was active in the American Society for Horticultural Science, of which he was president in 

1940, in the American Society of Plant Physiologists, and in the American Society for the Advancement of Science. 

He was a charter member of the American Carnation Society, the Chrysanthemum Society of America and the 

New York State Flower Growers. He was active in the last named organization from its beginning and this close 

association did much to put into operation the practices which Dr. Post had developed.

Dr. Post’s technical papers are to be found mostly in the Proceedings of the American Society for Horticultural 

Science and in various bulletins published by the Cornell Agricultural Experiment Station. He was particularly 

successful in popularizing research, and used the florist trade papers throughout the United States and Canada 

as active instruments in passing on to the practical men the results of technical research. His writing culminated 

in the publication of “Florist Crop Production and Marketing” in 1949, a book which has been exceptionally 

successful in interpreting research for the commercial grower. An earlier book, “Plants and Flowers in the Home,” 

published in 1944 is now in its second edition and is standard in that field.

Dr. Post’s knowledge of the problems of the florist industry began during college days when he worked in the 

commercial retailing of flowers. At that time floriculture was considered small business. Through the years 
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he worked steadfastly and efficiently to solve the production and marketing problems with which the florists’ 

industry was confronted. He was particularly successful in adapting the research done in the basic plant sciences 

and other fields of horticulture to the problems of the floricultural industry. Thus the response of flower crops to 

light, daylength, temperature, moisture and nutrients were first tested and then set up on a demonstrational basis. 

Presented in this way the practices were quickly taken over and used by the practical men. The results of research 

were further carried to the industry by a timely and effective extension program in which Dr. Post headed a team 

including representatives of the Departments of Entomology and Plant Pathology.

Some of the outstanding contributions made by Dr. Post are his studies on photoperiodism in various crops, 

particularly chrysanthemums. Largely as a result of his research and demonstrations and his presentation to the 

trade, chrysanthemums are now grown the year around as an important commercial crop through the control 

of daylength and temperature. Other changes in commercial practice growing out of Dr. Post’s research include 

low temperature storage of cut flowers, various automatic devices for watering, and numerous other smaller 

contributions to labor saving in the growing of florist’s crops. Among these the glass wick irrigation of pot plants 

has received wide use.

Dr. Post was active and influential in obtaining recognition of florist and nursery crops as major agricultural 

products in the State and Nation and he did much to stimulate the work of others in establishing the industry on 

a firm basis. He was chiefly responsible for the initiation of the first major study of the economics of the florist 

industry as a whole. The Cornell system of weight grading of flowers, which is coming into wider use, is largely the 

work of his research and promotion.

Noteworthy, also, is Dr. Post’s success as an organizer. The annual Cornell Short Course for Florists, started in a 

small way in 1930, is recognized as a function of national importance with a yearly attendance of more than 300 

drawn from Maine to California. The New York State Flower Growers, Inc., which developed under his guidance 

and counsel, has been followed as a model by flower growers in a number of other states. As superintendent of 

the Flower Department of the New York State Fair, Dr. Post reorganized its program of operation from an almost 

defunct department to one of dynamic interest backed widely by garden clubs and commercial interests.

Dr. Post’s contributions to the florist industry have received wide recognition both in the United States and abroad. 

In 1953 he was named the First Florist of the Land by the Michigan State Florists Association. In 1952 Dr. Post and 

one of his graduate students, Dr. Charles W. Fischer, shared the annual award of the Society of American Florists 
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and Ornamental Horticulturists for the outstanding research of the year for their work on the long term storage 

of cut flowers. In 1955 one of his graduate students was awarded the first Fulbright scholarship in Floriculture.

As a teacher and particularly as a director of graduate students, Dr. Post was outstandingly successful. Many of 

those in key positions in the ornamentals field in the colleges and universities of the United States took their degrees 

at Cornell under his direction. He had the ability to point out and direct problems into channels that would lead 

to valuable contributions and yet be sufficiently limited to allow the student to complete the project. His success as 

a teacher and director of research was due in large measure to his outstanding keenness of perception—his ability 

to see the implications of what he observed, and to his infectious enthusiasm for the object of his interest, whether 

it be photoperiodism, turkey raising, floricultural economics, or organizing a community center. His students will 

remember him not only as a stimulating teacher but as a warm personal friend.

Dr. Post was active in church and community affairs. He was an elder of the Presbyterian Church and a Rotarian, 

and was active in his local community of Ellis Hollow on the outskirts of Ithaca. His untimely death at the age 

of 50 is mourned by his colleagues, both here and abroad, and by his many friends in the florist industry in the 

United States and Europe.

A. W. Dimock, L. H. MacDaniels, A. M. S. Pridham
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