
Paul Stuart Williamson

November 20, 1900 — April 18, 1943

The death of Professor Williamson on April 18, 1943, brought to a close a career at Cornell University that was 

brief in years but full in service and in the respect of his associates.

Paul Stuart Williamson was born November 20, 1900, in Fairfield, Iowa. Throughout his youth he lived in rural 

districts in Iowa, Idaho, and California. His future work was influenced by those rural surroundings and by his 

father’s occupation as teacher, principal, and superintendent in public schools. In 1923 he was graduated from the 

University of California with a major in horticulture, after earning most of the expenses for his college education.

During the following seven years of county extension work in California, his curiosity lead him into two minor 

research projects that sharpened his appetite for training in agricultural economics. Of his own initiative he started 

and carried through to completion farm management studies of apple farms and of prune farms. These studies 

were conducted without any special training for the job, yet the final reports showed his ability to analyze data 

and present results clearly, which continued to be characteristic of his work. Those studies were carried out while 

serving five years as assistant farm adviser in Santa Cruz County, and two years as farm adviser in San Benito 

County.

This interest in agricultural economics and a desire to study under the late Dr. George F. Warren were merged 

into the four years of study at Cornell leading to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1934. His doctorate thesis 

reported a farm management study of fruit farms in the Hudson Valley. From then until his death, except for leaves 

of absence, he continued to serve Cornell University, and for the last eight years was in charge of teaching and 

research in farm cost accounts. In the summer of 1936 he went abroad for travel and attendance at the International 

Confreence of Agricultural Economists. In the summer of 1939 he was engaged by the Colonial Government of 

Bermuda to supervise a study of the agriculture of that island, the report of which was made privately to that 

Government. During 1941-42, while on sabbatic leave, he served at the University of Louisiana as an exchange 

professor.

Professor Williamson’s work was always marked by a high degree of initiative and originality. He developed, for 

instance, a loose-leaf system of records which facilitated the keeping of farm cost accounts, and he greatly speeded 

the work of analysis and publication of results.
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Outstanding among the qualities by which Professor Williamson will be remembered by those who knew him 

should be mentioned his energy and mental initiative, a tremendous breadth of interests combined with exceptional 

ability to work carefully with details, ability to organize his work effectively, a rare open-mindedness of a type that 

did not prevent his arriving at a conclusion, absolute mental honesty and fearlessness in his search for truth, and 

a sincere liking of people. The longer and better one came to know him, the more one recognized these admirable 

qualities.

In the death of Professor Williamson, this Faculty recognizes a serious loss. His death at the age of forty-two cut 

short a career, the fruitfulness of which was assured by his ability, and by his habits of mind and work.
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