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May 22, 1894 — September 6, 1966

Lincoln D. Kelsey was a missionary at heart who found an outlet for his interests through commitment to his 

community and to agricultural people at home and overseas. He trained students from all parts of the world in the 

art of extension teaching. Out of his sincere interest in other people, he assumed a number of varied assignments 

and carried them through with eminent success. His friendliness and keen sense of humor endeared “Abe” Kelsey 

to all who knew him.

Lincoln Kelsey was born in Saratoga Springs, New York, and spent much of his boyhood on a farm near West 

Hartford, Connecticut. His career of service began when he became a county agricultural agent in Massachusetts 

following his graduation from Massachusetts Agricultural College (now Massachusetts State University) in 

1917. That career was interrupted for a period of military service during World War I but was renewed when he 

volunteered for Turkish agricultural relief work under the Near East Relief Program.

On returning from Turkey in 1920, Kelsey became an agricultural agent in Franklin County, where he also 

organized extension work in home economics. His work continued from 1923 to 1928 as an agricultural agent in 

Albany County. He organized 4-H work in that county.

His successful performance in the field led to his appointment on the Cornell staff as an assistant state leader of 

county agricultural agents. He remained on the extension administration staff until his retirement in 1955, but 

in the intervening years he participated as an organizer and a leader in numerous responsible positions, some of 

them as part of his official duties and some while on leave from his post.

In 1935, he took leave to serve as rural rehabilitation adviser with the Federal Emergency Relief Administration for 

the northeastern states. Upon his return to the University, he assisted the director of extension in relations with 

the Farm Security Administration, the Soil Conservation Service, the National Youth Administration, and the 

Rural Electrification Administration. He was the first secretary of the State Soil Conservation Committee.

In 1944, the missionary spirit again took Professor Kelsey overseas for two years as an agricultural specialist with 

the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration and then as director of agriculture and fisheries 

in the Balkan and Greek missions of UNRRA. In 1953, he returned to that part of the world under the United 



States Department of Agriculture to assist in training 250 extension workers and to help establish a new extension 

service in Iran.

Following his retirement from Cornell, Professor Kelsey traveled to the Philippines on a joint assignment with 

the Council on Economic and Cultural Affairs (now the Agricultural Development Council) and the Cornell-Los 

Banos Project. While in Los Banos from 1956 to 1958, he greatly strengthened the pre-service training program 

at the Community Development Center. Throughout all his work abroad he took a personal interest in many 

individuals, their problems, and their way of life.

As a scholar and as a student of cooperative extension work, he was coauthor of a book with C. C. Hearne of 

the United States Department of Agriculture entitled Cooperative Extension Work. This text has been translated 

into six other languages. Through the book, through his other writings, and through an undergraduate class in 

extension which he taught for many years, Professor Kelsey helped shape the careers of many young men and 

women from this country and other parts of the world.

For fourteen years he directed the annual Farm and Home Week at Cornell. At the same time he served as 

contact officer for all foreign visitors coming to the College of Agriculture. His knowledge of other countries, his 

keen interest in agricultural problems, and his remarkable facility for relating himself to people with differing 

backgrounds and interests helped him meet the needs of approximately 200 visitors a year from forty or more 

different countries.

In his community, Professor Kelsey’s interest in others found expression through leadership in the First 

Congregational Church of Ithaca and other community organizations. He served on the board of directors of the 

Congregational-Christian Conference of New York State. For fifteen years he served on the board of control of 

Cornell United Religious Work, twice as its chairman.

Professor Kelsey’s interest in people was shared by his wife, Alice Geer Kelsey, who accompanied him on travels 

abroad. In addition to his wife, he is survived by four children and eighteen grandchildren. He enjoyed the out-of-

doors, and, when stricken, he was camping in the Adirondacks, next to nature which he dearly loved.

Whatever he did, Lincoln D. Kelsey’s friendliness and enjoyable sense of humor left an impression long to be 

remembered. His sincere interest in the welfare of other people was affirmed by his full and rewarding life as a 

good teacher, expert administrator, able volunteer in community work, and admirable family man.
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