
Philip Adams Minges

January 10, 1913 — April 27, 1978

Michel Adams Minges died on April 27,1978, after an illness of two days, two months before his scheduled 

retirement. He had been professor of vegetable crops at Cornell since 1955.

Professor Minges was born on a farm near Battle Creek, Michigan, graduated from Michigan State University 

in 1934, and received the Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1941 at Iowa State University, where he was a research 

assistant doing fruit and vegetable work. He then served as extension specialist in vegetable crops at the University 

of California, Davis, until 1955.

At Cornell his primary responsibility was in extension, but he had significant activities in research and teaching as 

well. In both California and New York he put strong emphasis on training regional and county extension agents to 

work effectively with vegetable growers and pioneered the move toward specialized, well-trained extension agents. 

One of his major accomplishments was to start in 1958 the publication of “Vegetable Production Recommendations” 

and to serve as coordinator for the various disciplines in bringing it up to date annually. This publication was 

the first of its kind in the United States and has been widely distributed and appreciated. He also served as the 

vegetable industry program leader for five years. In recognition of his many years of effective leadership given to 

the state’s vegetable industry, he received in 1977 the meritorious service award of the New York State Association 

of County Agricultural Agents. Some years earlier the Cornell chapter of Epsilon Sigma Phi, national honorary 

extension fraternity, presented him its certificate for highest achievement in extension program development.

He quickly found after coming to New York that vegetable growers were interested in learning which new 

vegetable varieties among the multitude becoming available each year were worth trying on their farms. He took 

charge of the yearly variety trials and brought to their execution an unusually imaginative approach. If a variety 

had some important desirable characteristics but failed to grow well, he studied alternative cultural practices. 

Such a study on the ‘Fireball’ tomato led to its unexpected and widespread use as a processing variety, the key 

being either to plant the seed directly in the field or to use younger-than-usual transplants. Other observations in 

variety trials motivated him to conduct additional studies, including one on the blotchy ripening of tomatoes that 

clarified the nature of this disorder considerably. His evaluation of new varieties was highly regarded by seedsmen 

and by vegetable growers, and a number of important new varieties came into use in the Northeast after his 

recommendation that they be tried by growers.
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Throughout his career at Cornell, Professor Minges taught the course Kinds and Varieties of Vegetables, in which 

he acquainted students with hundreds of varieties painstakingly grown for their observation in the field, described 

the adaptation of varieties as he had seen them from coast to coast, and taught the students how to conduct and 

evaluate variety trials. He also initiated a course called Special Topics in Plant Science Extension, in which he 

attempted to pass on to a new generation the procedures he had found most useful in his extension programs. 

He also served as major adviser to a considerable number of graduate students, several of whom came from other 

countries. Partly as a means of helping such students more effectively, he spent sabbatical leaves in Mexico in 1963-

64 and in Australia in 1971.

He was active in the American Society for Horticultural Science, attending its meetings regularly and serving on 

many of its committees. He was twice chairman of its Extension Committee and was chairman of its Vegetable 

Crops Section and served on its board of directors in 1964-65. From 1961 to 1969 he served as editor of the A.S.H.S. 

– American Seed Trade Association Variety List, a time-consuming task but one of great value to seedsmen and 

horticulturists. In recognition of his contributions, he was elected a fellow of the society, received its Bittner 

Extension Award, and was a joint winner of its Asgrow Award for research.

Dr. Minges did more than his share of committee work at Cornell, serving on seven committees, including an 

active role in the one that developed the new Master of Professional Studies degree.

Phil Minges also found time to serve his community and church. He was °n the school board of Dryden, New 

York, for twelve years and was its president for three. He was also on the BOCES board for several years and was 

its president in 1967-68. He was a Sunday-school teacher and an officer of the McLean Community Church and, 

when he died, had just completed a term as moderator of the Susquehanna Association of the United Church of 

Christ.

Phil Minges was a gentleman in all his dealings. Although he was a Perfectionist, he never became personal in 

his inquiries or his judgments. He learned the facts and let them speak for themselves. The vegetable industries 

of California and New York have benefited from knowing him and working with him, and the same can be said 

for the vegetable seedsmen and horticulturists of America, Cornell University, and the communities in which he 

lived.

He is survived by his wife of forty years, Ardys Mason Minges; his son, Kendall Minges; his daughter, Phyllis (Mrs. 

Keith Hartman); and five grandchildren.
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