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January 10, 1846 — September 13, 1921

On September 13th, 1921, in London, England, a sudden and painless death interrupted Waterman Thomas Hewett 

in the midst of that persistent search for knowledge, to which as Emeritus Professor in his seventy-sixth year he 

still devoted the same enthusiasm and energy that had enabled him in younger days to accomplish so much in the 

field of modern philology and literature. Following closely on personal letters which indicated excellent health, the 

news of his death came as a shock to his many associates of former years. 

A graduate of Amherst College, later a student at Athens, Heidelberg, Leipzig, Berlin and Leiden, the recipient of 

the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from Cornell University, Professor Hewett was actively associated with our 

institution during the 40 momentous years from 1870 to 1910, first as Assistant Professor of German, later as 

Head of the Department of German.

Beginning his university career in the formative period of American Scholarship, be was able as author, editor and 

prolific contributor to educational periodicals, to aid materially in placing the study of modern languages on a 

firm scholarly basis. His investigations in Netherlandish, Frisian and German literature carried his name and the 

prestige of Cornell beyond the confines of our own country and led to his election as member of numerous foreign 

learned societies. He instituted the Annual Bibliography of Goethe literature in England and America and himself 

conducted this department of the Goethe Jahrbuch from 1880 to 1885.

Professor Hewett’s interests were, however, not confined to foreign letters. His name will ever be associated with 

our University as that of its faithful chronicler. His first historical work appeared in 1894, to be followed later by 

the more comprehensive “Cornell University,—A History” published in four volumes in 1905. In 1910 be published 

a bibliography of the writings of Goldwin Smith. His devotion to scientific ideals, his unconquerable scholarly 

tenacity were evidenced perhaps even more remarkably after his retirement than during his active teaching career. 

By sheer power of will be overcame illness which threatened an end of all activity, and for many years, even down 

to the day of his death, he continued unremittingly and systematically the scholar’s quest.
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