
Stanley J. Brownell

November 13, 1893 — January 16, 1979

Stanley J. Brownell, professor of animal husbandry emeritus at Cornell University, died January 16, 1979, at his 

home in Sun City Center, Florida. Born in Michigan, he graduated from Michigan State College with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in 1916 and a Master of Agriculture degree in 1922. He was appointed assistant professor at 

Pennsylvania State College in 1923 in charge of the dairy cattle breeding extension program. He developed bull 

association organizations that served as a pattern for similar organizations throughout the nation. While at 

Pennsylvania, he was granted a Master of Science degree in 1929.

Professor Brownell came to Cornell in the fall of 1929 as an assistant professor of animal husbandry in charge of 

the dairy cattle breeding program. He became project leader of animal husbandry extension in 1934, a position he 

held until retirement in 1959. He was advanced to full professor in 1935.

During the early 1930s, Professor Brownell served as field secretary for the New York Holstein Association. Under 

his leadership, the association doubled in membership, had its greatest growth in affiliated local groups, and 

survived the Depression.

Soon after coming to Cornell, he created the two-day dairy cattle breeding schools and began demonstrating to 

farmers the possibilities of artificial breeding programs and principles of scientific breeding. The first artificial 

breeding cooperative in New York and the nation was organized under Brownell’s direction and became operative 

in the fall of 1938. The development of this and other artificial breeding cooperatives is considered a crucial step in 

New York’s advance in genetic improvement and in the development of artificial insemination in the United States. 

As more of these county and regional cooperatives came into being, he conceived the idea that a consolidation 

of these smaller cooperatives into a statewide organization would bring about a more rapid genetic improvement 

in dairy cattle in dairymen’s herds. From this concept was born the New York Artificial Breeder’s Cooperative, 

which later was merged with similar cooperatives in the Northeast to become Eastern Artificial Insemination 

Cooperative, Incorporated, which is located in Ithaca, New York, and serves New England and New York.

During Professor Brownell’s tenure at Cornell, the animal husbandry extension faculty increased from five to 

sixteen specialists working with dairy, beef, sheep, swine, meats, and 4-H youth. Under his leadership, extension 

programs that attracted world-wide attention were state and county organizations for dairy herd improvement 

and artificial insemination, electronic processing of dairy records serving the entire Northeast, herd health, swine, 
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lamb, wool marketing pools, beef cattle projects, and 4-H youth programs. The College of Agriculture and Life 

Sciences at Cornell has recently been rated number one in the nation based on a survey of four thousand faculty 

members in other land-grant universities. Part of this success can safely be attributed to the philosophy, vision, and 

dedication of Professor Brownell in the development of a faculty and extension programs in animal husbandry.

In 1946 Professor Brownell was appointed chief of livestock and meats for the Office of Military Government in 

Germany, representing the United States on the four powers’ committee for dairy, livestock, and meats. At the 

request of the German government in 1950, he returned to Germany to direct the establishment of centralized 

artificial breeding throughout the British Zone. He was honored for his contributions by the Bavarian government 

in 1946 and by the Breman and Lower Saxony governments in 1950.

The Lambda Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Phi, the national extension fraternity, honored Brownell in 1949 for “the 

highest achievement in an extension project for advancing the work of the Cornell Extension Service”.

In 1952 the American Dairy Science Association selected him to receive the DeLaval Award for outstanding 

accomplishments in dairy extension. He was the second individual to receive this honor.

In 1953 he was awarded the United States Department of Agriculture Superior Merit Award for “effective leadership 

in the field of animal and dairy husbandry and meritorious service to the welfare of the dairy industry resulting 

in better standards of living among farm families”.

In 1955 Professor Brownell was granted a leave of absence from Cornell to assist the government of Greece in the 

development of a livestock research program in artificial insemination, a dairy herd improvement program, and 

demonstrations of proper milk sanitation and quality improvement.

Professor Brownell will long be remembered by those who knew him for his extension philosophy of helping others 

help themselves, for his vision, dedication, development of viable extension programs, and strong leadership in 

all phases of animal husbandry extension. It can truthfully be stated that Stanley J. Brownell had a tremendous 

impact on the dairy and livestock industry in New York, the United States, and the world.

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Anna Fager Brownell, whose address is Post Office Box 5505, Sun City Center, 

Florida 33570, and a son, David R. Brownell, who resides in Washington, D.C.
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