
William Leonard Hewitt

March 9, 1917 — December 13, 1971

Professor Hewitt was born in Elizabeth City, North Carolina, son of Robert Clarence and Alethia Chappell Hewitt. 

He graduated from high school there in 1935 and received his A.B. degree from the University of North Carolina 

in 1939.

In 1939-40, Bill Hewitt taught high school mathematics and science at Grimesland, North Carolina. He was 

commissioned as an ensign in the United States Navy in 1941 and later that same year received a certificate for 

completion of course work at the Navy Diesel Engineering School in Raleigh, North Carolina. He served in the 

navy until 1946, attaining the rank of lieutenant commander. He returned to school at Cornell, where he was 

awarded a Bachelor of Civil Engineering degree in 1948 and a Master of Civil Engineering degree in 1950.

From 1948 to 1950, he was an instructor of engineering drawing at Cornell. He was a distribution engineer with 

Binghamton Gas Works, Bingham- ton, New York, in 1950-51, and afterwards, an engineering associate with 

Hough Soils Engineering Laboratories in Ithaca, New York, for two years.

He returned to Cornell in 1953 to become an assistant professor of civil engineering and a freshman class adviser. 

He taught courses in transportation engineering and in surveying, conducted research in the areas of pavement 

design and bituminous materials, directed graduate theses, and organized and participated in many academic and 

professional seminars and conferences.

He was named associate professor, head of Civil Engineering Graphics, and admissions officer for the School of 

Civil Engineering in 1957. He was acting director of the School of Civil Engineering during the period 1968-70. 

At the time of his death, he was the assistant director of the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 

associate professor of environmental engineering in the School, and associate professor of highway engineering in 

the Depart- ment of Agricultural Engineering.

Professor Hewitt was a licensed professional engineer in New York State and had published a number of papers, 

bulletins, and technical articles. He was a member of Tau Beta Pi, Chi Epsilon, Sigma Xi, Pyramid Fraternity, the 

Highway Research Board, and the American Society of Civil Engineers. During his long association with Cornell, 

Bill served on many committees at the University, college and school levels.
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Bill Hewitt was recognized by students as one of their most devoted teachers. He would spend his time generously 

to help them in their academic as well as their personal problems. His meticulous and systematic way of operation 

was evident not only in his personal conduct but extended to his study and research activities* and the execution 

of his administrative duties. His thoroughness and hard drive in any task he undertook was difficult to match. Yet 

with the high standards he set for himself, his modesty, friendliness, and kindness toward others were a hallmark 

that will long be remembered by his colleagues and others fortunate enough to have come into contact with him.

Bill is survived by his wife, Myrtie Van Etten, and a son, William H. Hewitt, to whom he was selflessly devoted.

With the passing of Bill Hewitt, Cornell lost a faithful member of the faculty, his colleagues and students a trusted 

friend and valued counselor, and his family a most beloved husband and father.

Arthur J. McNair, James W. Spencer, Ta Liang
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