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February 28, 1904 — May 21, 1956

Dr. Thomas A. C. Rennie, who died at the age of 52 from a cerebral hemorrhage on May 21, 1956, was an outstanding 

clinician and teacher. After graduation from the University of Pittsburgh and the Harvard University Medical 

School, Dr. Rennie spent three years in internal medicine at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston and at the 

University of Michigan. With this experience, it was not surprising that he should have become attracted to the 

psychobiologic teaching of Adolf Meyer. He spent from 1931 to 1941 in the Henry Phipps Psychiatric Clinic (Johns 

Hopkins Hospital), first as assistant resident and resident psychiatrist, and later as a member of the full-time 

staff. During this period he became especially interested in the dynamic understanding of schizophrenia, and the 

problems of effectiveness of treatment and prognosis of various schizophrenic disorders. Other publications during 

this period dealt with physiologic and psychopathologic aspects of psychiatric illness. When in 1941 he accepted 

the position of associate professor at Cornell University Medical College, he continued these interests. Much of his 

time was, however, devoted to the supervision of treatment of patients in the Payne Whitney Psychiatric Clinic 

and to the teaching of the resident staff. His interest in general medicine and in its relationship to psychiatry 

was demonstrated in his clinical activities and in his teaching. In all psychiatric patients he stressed physiologic 

findings as well as psychodynamic factors. He was greatly interested in teaching physicians his dynamic type of 

psychiatry and he participated eagerly in courses for general practitioners and internists. His excellent clinical 

judgment was highly valued as a consultant to patients in various departments of The New York Hospital, where 

he occupied the position of attending psychiatrist.

During the Second World War, Dr. Rennie organized a rehabilitation service for veterans. This successful venture 

brought him in close touch with activities in the community. He expanded his interest in rehabilitation to 

discharged psychiatric patients and to the utilization of community resources for minor and major psychiatric 

problems, and increasingly to the problems of social and preventive aspects of psychiatry. In 1950 he became 

Professor of Social Psychiatry, and with the liberal support of several foundations was able to develop the large 

project of social psychiatry at Yorkville in New York City. The new Department of Social Psychiatry became well 

organized and highly productive. National and international recognition of this new attempt in research in mental 

health soon followed. The results of a four-year study are now being put together in book form.
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Dr. Rennie was born in Motherwell, Scotland on February 28th, 1904 and came with his family at the age of six to 

Pittsburgh. He remained closely attached to all members of his family, yet acquiring new friends readily wherever 

he worked. His friendliness, courtesy, and interest in all types of people, as well as his high sense of integrity made 

him not only liked but admired, and he became a recognized leader in his field. He found recreation in literature, 

theater and music. As a talented pianist he enjoyed music by himself and with others.

Dr. Rennie was an outstanding teacher whose lectures and scientific presentations were most carefully prepared 

and delivered in excellent style. His superb command of the English language made it a pleasure to listen to 

him, and he was in constant demand for presenting addresses at professional meetings. However, he enjoyed 

most the direct contact with students in individual discussions and in seminars. His efforts toward increasing 

the effectiveness of psychiatric teaching were untiring and he exerted a great influence on the resident staff of 

the Payne Whitney Psychiatric Clinic and the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Veterans Administration Hospital 

(Montrose). His influence in teaching and in broad social aspects of psychiatry made itself felt while he was a 

member of the Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry, and during the time that he served on the Council of the 

American Psychiatric Association. His attitude was well expressed in one of his last requests that instead of flowers 

for his funeral, contributions be made toward a scholarship for special work in psychiatry by medical students. The 

Cornell University Medical College has accordingly established the Thomas Rennie Scholarship Fund.

Dr. Thomas A. C. Rennie will be long remembered by his many friends, colleagues, students, and patients, and he 

will have a permanent place in psychiatric literature.

Oskar Diethelm
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