
Leon I. Levine 

July 5, 1897 — April 18, 1961

Dr. Leon I. Levine, long associated with The New York Hospital and Cornell University Medical College, died 

on April 18, 1961. His death was sudden, but for many years he had been disabled by symptoms of coronary 

insufficiency, which prevented full participation in the teaching, and clinical activities he loved and did so well.

Dr. Levine was born on July 5, 1897, near Kiev, Russia, and emigrated with his family to the United States in 1902. 

He attended Townsend Harris High School and the College of the City of New York, from which he graduated in 

1918. He attended Cornell University Medical College, graduating in 1922 with special distinction as winner of 

the Polk Prize for special research during his senior year. He served a two-year rotating internship on the Second 

Cornell Division of Bellevue Hospital from 1922 to 1924. Following this he served a residency in pediatrics at St. 

Mary’s Hospital for children and undertook active practice of medicine in New York City in 1925.

During his thirty-six years of active private practice in New York City, Dr. Levine maintained a loyal and effective 

contact with his alma mater, Cornell, and the New York Hospital. Most of his teaching centered in the instruction of 

undergraduate medical students and house staff on the wards of the Cornell Medical Division at Bellevue Hospital, 

which he knew so well. For five years, from 1925 to 1930, he was actively involved in the clinical and student 

teaching activities in the Cornell Pay Clinic. He was attending physician on the Second Cornell Medical Division 

and assistant attending physician at the New York Hospital until his semiretirement. As Assistant Professor of 

Clinical Medicine at Cornell University Medical College, he was responsible for instruction of many groups of 

second-year medical students in physical diagnosis, both at the New York Hospital and Bellevue Hospital. Perhaps 

his most influential teaching was accomplished as tutor for third-year students in the Department of Medicine at 

Cornell. Here he was able to inculcate into large numbers of students a most detailed approach to accurate history 

taking and complete examination of the patient. His requirements were always strict and exhaustive. Nevertheless, 

his students many years later expressed their appreciation for his disciplined approach. At the time of initiation of 

formal postgraduate instruction on the Cornell Medical Division of Bellevue Hospital in 1946, Dr. Levine was one 

of the important participants and continued in this program for nearly five years.

Dr. Levine was a member of the New York County Medical Society, the American Medical Association, the New 

York Heart Association, the New York Academy of Medicine, and the New York Academy of Sciences.



In 1941 Dr. Levine married Dr. Anna Kaslow, a graduate of the New York University College of Medicine, class of 

1925, and was in practice with her until the time of his death. They had no children. Dr. Levine’s life centered in 

medicine, his home, and his former students. He maintained an intimate knowledge of all of his former students 

and took great pride in their accomplishments. His major medical hobby was the collection of a personal reference 

library, containing approximately 80,000 individual articles filed in such a way that they were readily available for 

his immediate reference.

Dr. Levine was a devoted clinician and teacher and a personable colleague. His death is recorded with deep regret.

E. Hugh Luckey, M.D.




