
William Harold Dunn

April 13, 1898 — February 11, 1955

Word of the death on February 11, 1955 of Dr. William Harold Dunn, Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine 

at Cornell University Medical College and Associate Attending Psychiatrist, was received with profound regret 

by his colleagues on the medical faculty. Known to innumerable friends as “Jack” Dunn, he was one of the most 

beloved and respected members of the staff of the Medical College.

He was born on April 13, 1898 at Scottsville, New York. He received the degree of Bachelor of Arts from the 

University of Rochester in 1923, and a Doctorate of Medicine from Harvard in 1927. He interned at the Rochester 

General Hospital from 1927 to 1928, and was on the Neurology Service at Belleuve Hospital from 1928 to 1929. 

During the next two years he served as assistant physician at the Bloomingdale Hospital. In 1931 and 1932 he was 

engaged in postgraduate studies in neurology and psychiatry at Berlin. In September, 1932 he was appointed to 

the staffs of Cornell University Medical College and The New York Hospital, with which institutions he continued 

his association until the day of his death. In World War II, as a lieutenant in the Army Medical Corps, he served 

in this country and in the Southwest Pacific and was recipient of the Medal of the Legion of Merit.

He was an effective and conscientious teacher, who contributed to the instruction of medical students and graduates 

in both psychiatry and medicine. He was an active participant in the Payne Whitney Institute; he did much to 

form and guide the work in the Psychosomatic Clinic.

His publications, although not numerous, were weighty and wise. In the period after World War II, he was 

consultant in the crime trials at Nuremberg, Germany, and was assigned the task of writing a psychiatric survey 

of the Nuremberg trials, a report which was published in the United States Army Bulletin.

Few psychiatrists have exerted a more profound influence. He was a physician whose colleagues sought his advice 

for their own troubles and for those of their families. He was an approachable man, and his quiet, sagacious 

words were treasured. To an unusual degree he made the cares of his patients his own. He was indefatigable in his 

attentions; and even after the first attack of the disease that caused his death, he continued to sacrifice himself for 

the aid of others.

To all who knew Jack Dunn, his death was an irreparable, personal loss. There are few men of the great staff of our 

Hospital who could be more missed than he.
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