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— August 22, 1930

The sudden death of Professor Martin Wright Sampson in the fullness of his powers is felt by the University and 

the community as an irreparable loss.

Professor Sampson joined this Faculty in 1908 and was made Goldwin Smith Professor of English in 1912. After his 

early training under Professor James Morgan Hart, whose sound tradition he was later to maintain and amplify, 

he had prepared himself for a life of devotion to letters and learning by study in European centers. He came to 

Cornell with the ripe experience gained by service in three American universities.

His broad scholarship, his intellectual keenness, his delicate sensitiveness to all that is fine in literature and art, 

combined with his rare power of awakening interest and insight in others, are attested by the number of his former 

students who have made themselves names as writers or scholars and by those who, in other fields, have preserved 

the love of literature which they acquired in his classroom.

His readings and lectures for students in architecture and engineering were eagerly attended. His open-minded 

fairness, his patience and courtesy, his helpfulness to all who sought his aid or counsel, were unfailing.

He administered his department as a republic. He found time to render service on many Faculty committees. 

As chairman of the Committee on War Alumnus Certificates and as editor of the Military Records of Cornell 

Alumni in the World War, he made invaluable contributions to the records of the University. He promoted 

intelligent appreciation of the arts by the foundation of the Sampson Fine Arts Prize, and consistently advocated 

full recognition of their cultural value.

The esteem in which he was held by the Alumni caused him to be frequently invited to speak at their gatherings, and 

made him a bond between the University and its former students. His genuine comradeship, his broad humanity, 

and his interest in all civic affairs made him, in equal measure, a bond between the University and the community.

As a teacher, he brought to the interpretation of his favorite subjects, poetry and the drama, an understanding 

and sympathy possible only to one himself a poet. His editions of Milton and Webster are lasting memorials of 

his scholarship and his critical power. His own writings showed the grace, charm, and humor characteristic of the 

man. It is due to his innate modesty that most of these were known mainly to his close friends and to the young 
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men whose aspirations he was encouraging through the Manuscript Club, which he founded and of which he was 

the guiding spirit.

But those who knew and loved him will think foremost of all of his generous and winning personality, of his 

buoyant spirit, and of the inspiration to high intellectual achievement and fine character which by his own life he 

daily offered.

Source: Fac. Rec., p. 1647 Resolutions of the Trustees and Faculty of Cornell University, December, Nineteen 
Hundred and Thirty
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