
Kurt Loewus Hanslowe

October 15, 1926 — July 7, 1983

Kurt L. Hanslowe was born on October 15, 1926, in Vienna, Austria. He died of cancer on July 7, 1983, at his home. 

He is survived by his wife, Nannette Reese Hanslowe, and three children, David, Nicholas, and Theodora.

At age thirteen, on the eve of World War II, Kurt left Vienna and came to live in the United States in Greenfield, 

Massachusetts. He became a United States citizen in 1948. He was a graduate of Mt. Hermon School in Massachusetts; 

of Yale University (Calhoun College), with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, in 1947; and of Harvard University, with 

the degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence, in 1951. From 1951 until 1958 Kurt served as assistant general counsel of 

the International Union of United Automobile Workers in Detroit. During this latter period he also completed 

courses at Wayne State University Graduate School. He came to Cornell in 1958 and for the next twenty-five years 

served as a member of the faculties of the New York State School of Industrial and Labor Relations and the Cornell 

Law School.

During his distinguished academic career Professor Hanslowe served as a visiting professor at the Salzburg 

Seminar in American Studies, at the University of Texas, the University of Utah, the University of Vienna, and 

the University of Michigan. He was also a consultant to several agencies of the State of New York, including the 

Department of Labor, the Law Revision Commission, and the Public Employment Relations Board.

In addition to his academic commitments as teacher and scholar, Kurt Hanslowe was a highly respected and 

successful labor mediator and arbitrator. The impressive list of labor arbitration panels of which he was a member 

included the American Arbitration Association; the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service; the New 

York State Public Employment Relations Board; and several New York State panels, including the Civil Service 

Employees Association, the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, and the United 

University Professions.

Professor Hanslowe was an outstanding classroom teacher and a productive legal scholar. The subjects he 

taught included administrative law; equity; criminal justice; law and psychiatry; science, technology, and law; 

jurisprudence; and his first love—labor law. His courses were popular and widely elected by the students, and he 
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generously shared with them his own exceptional professional knowledge and skill, as well as his rich practical 

insights and experience. Professor Hanslowe brought to teaching a deep and caring concern for his students. The 

generations of students, drawn from both the School of Industrial and Labor Relations and the Law School, who 

studied under him will long remember him with admiration and affection.

Professor Hanslowe’s published writings were characterized by thorough research, careful documentation, and a 

lucid and graceful style of presentation. Cases and Materials on Labor Law: Collective Bargaining in a Free Society 

(2nd ed. 1979) with 1982 Case Supplement, which he co-authored with Walter Oberer and Jerry Andersen, is one 

of the country’s leading casebooks in its field. His books, monographs, articles, and book reviews, totaling some 

fifty in number, constitute an impressive treatment of important issues and developments in industrial and labor 

relations and represent a significant contribution to the literature in this field.

Kurt Hanslowe’s success as a labor arbitrator rested in large part on the fact that both parties to a dispute—employers 

and employees alike— recognized that he was an eminently fair and open-minded individual. Management and 

labor equally trusted Kurt to consider and weigh carefully their respective claims and positions and then to render 

a balanced and reasonable decision in the matter. As a result of his broad academic as well as practical involvement 

in the field of industrial and labor relations, Kurt had an unusual capacity to penetrate to the heart of a case. His 

opinions and awards were models of clarity and objectivity.

Finally, any recounting of Kurt Hanslowe’s life would be incomplete if it failed to recognize the breadth of his 

interests and the outstanding personal and human qualities that he possessed. His colleagues generally regarded 

him as one of the best-read members of the law faculty. His love of music, particularly opera, deserves special 

mention. He had an excellent bass voice and loved to sing. He shared his interest in music with his wife, Nan, 

herself an accomplished musician.

Personal integrity ranked high among Kurt’s human qualities and characterized everything he did. He was warm 

and compassionate in his relations with others. He was always willing to take time out of his own busy schedule 

to help a colleague or friend or to support a worthwhile cause. He had a wonderful sense of humor. As Dean Peter 

Martin recalled at the Sage Chapel service in Kurt’s memory: “Kurt’s seriousness and caring and good judgment 

were all enhanced by his great good humor. He used it not against individuals but against such proper enemies 

as pomposity, pettiness, bureaucracy, narrow vision. And he turned it liberally on himself, as illustrated by the 

following memorandum that he sent to an earlier dean of the law school:
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“I am advised [it reads] that the fire
marshall has determined that the occupant
of my office (me) is remiss in his
housekeeping practices and that a
report [must] be made of action taken
to correct [the] situation. I am here-
with taking such action by requesting a
housekeeper, and you are hereby requested
to treat this memorandum as my petition
for such assistance.”

On October 15, 1983, Kurt’s birthday, his family and friends gathered in the courtyard of Myron Taylor Hall, 

where a silver linden tree was planted in his memory. Dean of students John Lee Smith spoke not only for those 

present but for all who had known Kurt, when he said: “It is singularly appropriate then that we honor him today. 

. . for his courage in the face of suffering, for his dedication and devotion to excellence, for his deep sense of duty, 

for his profound moral integrity, and for his love of all living things. . . by dedicating this tree as a living memorial 

to his life. His life surely will transcend his lifetime, and this tree will be for us and those who follow a constant 

reminder of who he was, and is, and ever will be. We shall never pass this way without being reminded of him and 

that special grace he bestowed upon all those whose lives he touched.”

Kurt Hanslowe was indeed a man for all seasons.

James A. Gross, Robert S. Summers, W. David Curtiss
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