
Joseph Frederick Hodgson

March 7, 1929 — October 5, 1970

Joseph Frederick (Skeef) Hodgson’s tragic death at the age of forty-one left his associates and friends in a state of 

unbelieving shock and bewilderment. He will be sorely missed not only by his friends in the Ithaca area but also 

by many fellow scientists around the world with whom he maintained professional contacts.

Dr. Hodgson was born in Rochester, New York, and attended the University of Maryland, where he received 

the B.S. degree in 1951. He received the Ph.D. degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1955. He served with 

the United States Army at Fort Detrick, Maryland, from 1955 to 1957. In 1957 he joined the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, as a research soil scientist at the U.S. Plant, Soil and Nutrition Laboratory on the Cornell University 

campus. He remained in this position until the time of his death. In December of 1959 he was also given a courtesy 

appointment as assistant professor of soil science in the Cornell University Department of Agronomy and was 

promoted to associate professor in July of 1965.

He spent the academic year 1964-65 at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, where he conducted research 

and gave a series of lectures on the chemistry of trace elements in soils and plants. In 1964 he was invited by North 

Carolina State University to present a series of lectures on trace elements in soils. In the fall of 1967 he spent 

one month as a guest lecturer and consultant at the Universidad del Sur, Bahia Blanca, Argentina. This visit was 

sponsored by the Ford Foundation.

His twenty-four published articles are primarily concerned with the distribution and chemistry of trace elements 

in soils and their role in plant nutrition. Some of these articles also deal with the requirements of animals for trace 

elements in the food they eat. His work on the role of complexing °f metals by organic ligands has far-reaching 

implications concerning the regulation of availability to plants of trace elements in soils. In recent years, he was 

also interested in trace elements in the environment in relation to human health.

His many publications attest to his broad and thorough understanding of the basic chemistry of trace elements in 

soil and biological systems. In addition, he showed an unusual ability to reduce theoretical chemistry to generally 

understood terms. His research on trace elements dealt with cobalt, selenium, copper, zinc, iron, phosphorus, 

cadmium, and chromium. He was also interested in the role of aluminum, arsenic, berylium, boron, bromine, 

iodine, fluorine, lead, lithium, manganese, molybdenum, nickel, strontium, tin, tungsten, titanium, and vanadium 

in biological systems.
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Dr. Hodgson was also very deeply concerned with the ability of agriculture to apply the food and fiber needs of the 

rapidly expanding world population. In this connection, he organized student and faculty seminars to discuss this 

problem and always emphasized his conviction that population control is essential.

He was active in numerous scientific societies. He was a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement 

of Science, and a member of the American Society of Agronomy, Soil Science Society of America, International 

Society of Soil Science, American Chemical Society, Mineralogical Society of America, and the Society of 

Sigma Xi. He served on committees ln these organizations and was a member of the National Research Council 

Subcommittee on Geochemical Environment in Relation to Health and disease.

He was a past president of the Ellis Hollow Community Association, chairman of the Ellis Hollow long-range 

planning committee, a past chairman °f the Ellis Hollow Fair Committee, a member of the Tompkins County 

Resource Planning Commission, and a member of the Board of Directors of the Planned Parenthood Association 

of Tompkins County.

Skeef Hodgson was a very kindly, likable, and jovial person with a good sense of humor. He always stood ready 

and willing to tackle even the most perplexing problem with objectivity and confidence, while maintaining a 

completely unruffled composure. The fact that Skeef Hodgson took his own life came as an unbelievable shock to 

all of us who knew him well. Unfortunately he chose not to disclose even to his most intimate friends his concern 

for problems which surely must have troubled him more than any of us realized.

He is survived by his wife, Virginia (Jennie) Alexander Hodgson, and two daughters, Lyle Ann and Lori Jean.

Michael Peech, W. H. Allaway, David L. Grunes
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