
Stanley Warburton Davis

March 19, 1920 — June 1, 2001

Professor Stanley Davis, Stan to all his many friends, was born in Elizabeth, New Jersey on March 19, 1920 and 

lived there for much of his early life. Stan was educated at Cornell, and received his A.B. degree in Psychology in 

1947, and his doctorate in Applied Psychology in 1951.

During his academic career, Stan was employed by three institutions of higher learning. From 1951-56, he was 

an Operations Analyst in the Psychology Department at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. After a stint at 

General Electric Corporation from 1956-62, during which time he was a Manager of Corporate Psychology, Stan 

returned to higher education when, for five years, (1962-67) he was Dean of Students and a Lecturer in Psychology 

at Cornell. In 1967, Stan was recruited by Ithaca College and served as Vice President of Student Affairs and 

Professor of Psychology until 1972.

In 1972, Stan rejoined Cornell when he was appointed as full Professor to the faculty of the School of Hotel 

Administration where he served with distinction until his retirement in 1983.

In 1977, Stan, Professor William (Bill) Wasmuth (ILR), and Senior Lecturer Roy Alvarez ‘72, M.P.S. ‘82, began 

developing CHARMS, an international hospitality research project which dealt with strategies for reducing 

employee turnover.

It subsequently became an effective and popular human resources management training simulation.

Dr. Davis was appointed by Cornell as Professor Emeritus on July 1, 1983. Following his retirement in that year, 

he went to live in California and for several years thereafter maintained a consulting practice using the CHARMS 

program. He died on June 1, 2001.

His wife Lucile, of Vista California; and his former wife, Ruth Ann of Ithaca; and two sons, Richard W. and Robert 

P. Davis, survive him.

While at the Hotel School, Stan was the leading member of the Human Resources area, and was also the Graduate 

Field Representative for the college. During that period, Stan was the active voice and moving force behind the 

implementation of the academic program for the Master of Professional Studies in Hotel Administration. His 

ongoing guidance brought the new program to full accreditation.
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Among his many honors, prizes and awards, he was most proud of his citation by the United Nations from which 

organization he received a service award for his civilian research efforts during the Korean War (1950-53). In 

later years, he was active in the local community as a member of the Tompkins County United Fund Board of 

Directors, and served for an extended period as a member of the Tompkins County Drug Steering Committee.

Stan was a member of the American Psychology Association, the American Educators Resource Association and 

the American Association for Higher Education.

He will be remembered by his colleagues for his wonderful sense of humor, his contagious laugh, his love of 

Cornell, his broadly inquisitive mind and his extremely cooperative nature. He will also be remembered by scores 

of students for his open door policy, his willingness to listen, and his wise advice. He was a truly loved and 

respected professor.

John J. Clark, William J. Wasmuth, Malcolm A. Noden
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