
Louis Melville Massey

August 25, 1890 — November 12, 1969

Louis Melville Massey was born in West Point, Iowa, and educated in the public schools of Lima, Ohio. He received 

his A.B. degree from Wabash College in 1912 where he was one of the many students of Professor M. B. Thomas. 

He entered the Graduate School at Cornell in 1912 and received the Ph.D. in January 1916. He was appointed 

instructor in plant pathology in 1914, and assistant professor on July 1, 1917.

Dr. Massey was on leave from Cornell from April 1, 1918, to June 30, 1919, when he served as extension specialist 

at Rutgers under the War Emergency Program of the U.S.D.A. Returning to Cornell in 1919, he continued his 

research on diseases of roses, gladioli, and other ornamental crops and initiated an advanced plant pathology 

course which he taught until 1953.

In 1921 Dr. Massey was appointed acting head of Plant Pathology. In 1922 he became professor and head of Plant 

Pathology. On July 1, 1950, he relinquished his administrative duties in the department, devoting his efforts to 

his advanced course for three more years and to his research on roses, which he continued until his retirement on 

June 30, 1958.

Professor Massey devoted his sabbatic leaves to his research program, serving at Boyce Thompson Institute for 

Plant Research at Yonkers, New York, in 1925, and on three occasions at the University of California, Berkeley.

Dr. Massey was known throughout the world for his contributions to the culture and disease control of ornamental 

crops, especially roses. He served for many years as chairman of the research committee of the American Rose 

Society and conducted extensive studies into the nature and control of rose diseases. His interest in disease control 

was demonstrated in the 1930s when he was one of the first to experiment with the use of air as a means to conduct 

liquid spray materials into large plants. Dr. Massey was one of the early leaders in the study of damage to plants by 

air pollutants and he served as consultant in many of the early disputes in this area.

In 1939, together with Dr. C. E. Palm, then head of Entomology, Dr. Massey set up the Insecticide-Fungicide 

Conference, which not only cemented relations between the University and industry, but serves as the premier 

example of such conferences. The conference is now in its thirty-second year.

Professor Massey was a diligent teacher with a firm grasp on the techniques in his field. For thirty-five years his 

course constituted the formal advanced training in the field. He was a firm taskmaster but a sound teacher.



The least recognized but probably the greatest contribution to his field and his institution was his ability as an 

administrator. He “took over” the administrative duties at a time when a small staff was split and discouraged. 

He directed a reunification and vigorous development, the occupation of new and modern quarters within a 

few years, and “turned over” a staff tripled in size and as harmonious in operation as could be expected. He was 

respected for his honesty, his judgment, and his keen vision.

Professor Massey devoted his energies to his job but served society in many capacities. He was councilor and 

vice president of the American Phytopathological Society and vice president and president of the American Rose 

Society. He was a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and a member of several 

other societies.

Dr. Massey was married in 1921 to Margery Wheldon Leonard, an assistant in Plant Pathology. Mrs. Massey died 

in 1955. He is survived by a son, a daughter, and five grandchildren.

Professor Massey will be missed by all who knew him for his straightforward nature, the twinkle in his eye, his 

smile, and his characteristic chuckle, and as a scholar of the highest caliber.
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