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Through the many years Cornellians and area residents were privileged to know him, Joseph P. Porter—”Tip” 

to his colleagues and friends—was recognized at the University and in Ithaca for his humanity, his thoughtful 

consideration of his students, as well as his genuine interest in wanting to understand and to be of help.

Professor Porter’s association with Cornell continued uninterrupted for over sixty-five years. After receiving a 

master’s degree in landscape architecture in 1918, Porter spent the next Forty years teaching at Cornell and in 1957 

retired as professor emeritus.

Porter was noted for his pioneering innovations in landscape design and teaching. While still a student at Cornell, 

Porter served as draftsman for what is now the Cornell Plantations. After graduation, he began working for Cornell 

as the first full-time extension teacher in landscape design for New York State. Working in many counties, Porter 

dealt with the existing poor conditions in residences, farmsteads, and one-room schoolhouses. He spoke to civic 

groups, schools, and rural churches informing them of changes that were needed to improve living conditions 

in their areas. Playgrounds and larger schools were advocated and farmers were instructed on new methods for 

better living conditions.

During eleven years as an extension teacher, Porter became the first Cornellian to give an instructional radio 

program relative to landscape design, as well as the first to present an educational television program at Cornell.

In 1928 Professor Porter transferred to undergraduate teaching on campus. He was known as an enthusiastic and 

inspirational teacher and had an unusual ability to awaken in other persons an interest in landscape design. As an 

adviser he would go that extra step and share personal concerns about courses and career aspirations. His courses 

were noted for practical field experience, which he expertly incorporated in them. Porter secured the cooperation 

of the superintendents of several of the local and state parks, and he involved his students in the design of plans 

as well as their implementation in park construction. Some of their accomplishments include the bridges and the 

swimming pool found at the foot of Buttermilk Falls. At these locations students worked and had an opportunity 

to “philosophize.” One of his most noteworthy professional accomplishments was the designing and development 

of the grounds of Raybrook Hospital, formerly a hospital for tuberculosis patients. He modestly commented that 

he was asked to design Raybrook’s grounds to encourage the patients to enjoy the out- of-doors. “I agreed to work 

on the project under the condition that they would let me live in the hospital for seven days as a patient prior to 
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making any plans. It was the only way I could understand exactly what the patients were feeling and what their 

needs were. Staying there helped me decide what needed changing,” said Porter.

In 1978 W. Keith Kennedy, then dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, went to Professor Porter’s 

home to present him with a scroll honoring his lifelong association with Cornell, first as a student, later a faculty 

member, then as retired professor. Tip Porter reacted by saying: “This is a wonderful climax of a wonderful story.”

Those of us who are intimately knowledgeable about that “wonderful story” treasure the fond memories of a 

dedicated, inspiring, very humane Cornell faculty member, Joseph Porter.

Marvin 1. Adleman, John G. Seeley, Arthur S. Lieberman

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




