
Margaret Louise Brew

July 6, 1905 — November 21, 1959

The death of Margaret Brew less than two years after she had joined the Faculty of Cornell University as Professor 

and head of the Department of Textiles and nothing, interrupted a number of promising developments that she 

was helping to initiate. Despite her short association with the College and the Department, her training and 

experience as a teacher, research worker and administrator had enabled her to make substantial contributions 

during this time.

Professor Brew was born in Chicago, Illinois, and she was closely associated with the University of Chicago from 

her early training at the University High School through work for the Ph.D. degree, which she received in 1945. 

She had been awarded the Ph.B. degree cum laude from that University in 1926 and the M.S. degree in 1935.

After receiving the Bachelor’s degree, she first taught home economics in the high schools of Winnetka, Illinois, 

and then in the Milwaukee University School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. From there she went to Oregon State College 

as an instructor in home economics.

She was made head of the textiles and clothing section of the School of Home Economics at the University of 

Minnesota in 1935 and remained in that position for ten years, completing work on the Ph.D. degree during that 

period. In 1945 she went to Washington, D. C, as a research administrator in home economics with the Department 

of Agriculture. She continued in this work until she came to Cornell University in February, 1958. While she 

was with the Department of Agriculture in Washington, she directed several studies of family expenditures and 

consumption and was responsible for a number of publications in these fields in journals and as bulletins. She was 

particularly interested in clothing consumption.

Her contributions in the field of textiles and clothing stemmed from the unusual combination of an appreciation 

of design with scientific training in economics particularly as applied to these two industries. She had a far-

reaching acquaintance and working relationship with investigators in problems related to textiles and clothing. 

She brought many of these persons, with such diverse interests as anthropology, welfare work, child psychology, 

quartermaster service, and statistics, to the department seminars to contribute from their specialty to the broad 

understanding of the field of textiles and clothing.
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She was a member of a number of professional societies, such as the American Statistical Association and the 

American Economics Association. She was particularly active in the affairs of the American Home Economics 

Association. She was chairman of the Family Economics-Home Management Section of the Association when she 

came to Cornell University; she had been a member of the Program Planning Committee for the 50th Anniversary 

of the Association in 1959 and was a member of the Program Planning Committee for the 1960 meeting.

A city dweller most of her life, she delighted in the outdoors. She was an ardent and active member of the Audubon 

Society. Her search for birds, flowers, and trees typical of this region lead her to a greater acquaintance with the 

territory surrounding Ithaca than many obtain in a lifetime.

Because of her variety of interests, professional and recreational, she left a host of friends who had shared in these 

activities.

Margaret Humphrey, Mabel Rollins, Mary Ryan
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