
Philip Henry Wessels

March 16, 1880 — November 30, 1950

Philip Henry Wessels, Emeritus Professor of Vegetable Crops, passed away November 30, 1950.

Professor Wessels was born at Flint, Michigan, March 16, 1880. He graduated from Michigan State College with 

Bachelor of Science degree in 1905. He obtained the Master of Science degree from the University of Wisconsin in 

1910 and for the next two years he held a fellowship in the same institution. From 1905 to 1909 he was Assistant 

Chemist at the Rhode Island Agricultural Experiment Station and from 1912 to 1922 he was Associate Chemist at 

the same station. In 1922 he was appointed Research Professor of Vegetable Gardening, to take general charge of 

the research work on the Long Island Vegetable Research Farm, Riverhead, New York, which position he held until 

his retirement from active service on March 31, 1947. He was made Professor Emeritus April 1, 1947.

Professor Wessels was a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Chemical 

Society, American Society of Agronomy, American Society for Horticultural Science, and the Potato Association 

of America. He was active in the Grange for many years, serving as Lecturer of the State Grange of Rhode Island 

and as Master of the Kingston, Rhode Island, and the Sound Avenue (Riverhead, Long Island) granges. He was 

active in church work and in Rotary, serving as President of the Riverhead Rotary Club.

Trained as a chemist and devoting many years to work in this field, Professor Wessels spent a large part of the 

last twenty-five years of active service in applying his chemical knowledge to the solution of problems of soil 

fertility, soil reaction, and other soil-management problems. His most notable research was on the relation of soil 

reaction to the growth of vegetable crop plants. While his research was conducted primarily to solve problems 

confronting farmers on Long Island, the results have wide application and have contributed to general knowledge 

of soil management. Few scientists have had the results of their research so readily and so fully put into practice. 

He gave liberally of his time to farmers and others who came to consult him on some special problem and he was 

never too busy to discuss the problem and to offer suggestions and advice.

In addition to his work as a scientist, Professor Wessels made other contributions that have enriched the life of 

thousands of rural people. His travel lectures and recitations of whimsical poetry of his own composition have 

entertained hundreds of audiences. To his colleagues and other friends he will be remembered for his genial 

disposition, his sincerity and his great capacity for friendship.
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He is survived by his wife Grace Felker Wessels.

His death at the age of seventy brings sorrow to all who knew him.

Richard Bradfield, H. C. Thompson, L. A. Maynard
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